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The new prepress-graphic design center found on the first 

floor of  the Tabernacle of  Our Lady’s Messages is the most com-

plete  part of  Retooling the Tabernacle of  Our Lady’s Messages.  In 

the other four departments, we have the funds for several parts 

of  the equipment, but each machine must be purchased as a 

full package, with a few exceptions.  Five departments must 

undergo a total overhaul and restructuring with new equipment 

to keep up with the demand and volume of  materials going to 

every country on earth in spreading Our Lady’s messages.  God 

desires the conversion of  the entire world.  It will not happen 

by witness, without reading and printed material.  It is witness, 

supported with reading and printed material, together going 

hand in hand. Go to the first floor print shop to receive compli-

mentary Serious Announcement Portfolios.

The first Wednesday of every month, the Community of 

Caritas gathers in the print shop to pray for everyone who has 

donated $50.00 or more to the Retooling.  This prayer is for 

their immediate intentions and a happy and holy death or in 

memory of a loved one.  We invite everyone to join us in the 

Print Shop (1st floor) on Wednesday, July 1.  The time will be 

announced.
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Special Notes
The mission of Caritas of Birmingham, operated by the Community of Caritas,   ɶ
is to first live, then to spread the messages of Our Lady given in Medjugorje . 
This plan sent down from Heaven consumes all of our efforts and attention . It 
is our complete focus . We’ve discerned it is Our Lady’s desire for this to remain 
so, with regard to Her leading us from Medjugorje . We, therefore, do not involve 
ourselves in any other happenings which may or may not be occurring . Our 
lives here at Caritas are to reflect Our Lady’s plans given there in Medjugorje . 
It is not the role of Caritas to determine the validity of any other events . So, 
to remain completely focused in these five days, we must ask that you please 
refrain from distributing any literature, photos or promotions of any kind 
whatsoever . We greatly appreciate your cooperation .

General announcements will be made each morning following  ɶ 9:00 am prayer .  
Please make sure you are present each day . Announcements may include 
important schedule changes, apparition times, etc . The place to gather for 
prayer will be in front of The Tabernacle of Our Lady’s Messages . 

Please be advised of the guidelines to visit Caritas.
1. No Immodest Dress 5 . No Cameras
2. No Cell Phones 6 . No Smoking
3 . No Video Cameras 7 . No Lounge Chairs/Other Chairs
4 . No Gum Chewing 8 . No Pets

No video cameras, no cameras, and absolutely no cell phone cameras are  ɶ
allowed .  Violations will result in confiscation .  You are on the grounds by 
invitation .  Please remember, do not violate other pilgrims and the spirit of 
what is happening here .  This is a serious violation of the spirit and reverence 
of the event and the grounds here .  As a one day exception, and not for the 
apparition, photos, not videos, and not cell phone cameras, will be allowed 
on Thursday, July 2, on the grounds .  However, no cameras will be allowed at 
the time of the apparition on this one day exception .  Please remember this is 
allowed for your own personal mementos of the pilgrimage .  Be discreet and 
respectful to others, when taking pictures, so as not to disrupt prayers .

The following modesty rules will be strictly adhered to on the Caritas  ɶ
grounds, including parking and camping areas.  All violators will be turned 
away.  No sleeveless or low cut dresses. No sleeveless or low cut shirts, 
blouses, or sweaters.  Dresses and skirts must be below the knee.  Only 
knee-length shorts will be allowed for both men and women.  Capris may 
be worn.  No gym shorts or other short clothing.  No mid-drifts or clothing 
that exposes the back or stomach.  No see-through clothing or clothing that 
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has inappropriate writing or pictures on it.  Casual dress, jeans, etc., are 
OK.  We are speaking about modest dress.   Please remember that you will 
not be going to the beach or out sunning.  Dress appropriately for the day in 
preparation to go before the Holy Event of Our Lady’s apparition and other 
prayer times.  Please save yourself the embarrassment of being turned away 
from the grounds of Caritas because of dress.  It is important to inform all, 
so that no one will have to miss the apparitions.  We do not want anyone to 
miss Our Lady’s apparitions to Marija, so repeatedly inform others and help 
make sure all are informed of this.

No lounge chairs, three-legged portable chairs, or similar chairs allowed in the  ɶ
Field .  If one must sit, wheelchairs or electric motor chairs are to be used .  It 
is your responsibility to make provisions for wheelchairs .  This is a five-day 
offering of sacrifice, self-denial, and spiritual growth for your soul, not your 
flesh .  As many have testified from their past experiences of the apparitions, 
the Bedroom, Field, Grotto, and other sites at Caritas, they relay that they 
were some of the most spiritual, moving, holiest moments they have ever 
experienced .  Cameras, cell phones, etc ., are all a distraction which inhibits the 
grace; the convenience of lounge chairs, etc ., blocks sacrifices, which results 
in a loss of grace one could have received .  Prayer is spontaneous and often 
throughout the day .  Gum chewing is extremely irreverent during prayer or 
in the midst of others who are praying .  Gum chewing is not allowed on the 
grounds .  If you see someone doing it, please inform them .

Our Lady answers any objections to these rules, to be allowed on the Caritas  ɶ
grounds, by appearing on a rock strewn mountain in Medjugorje which is difficult 
to walk up, much less sit down comfortably once you are at the apparition site .  
For a peace-filled five days, please be reminded that Caritas has these guidelines 
for your benefit .  The world may allow these things, but you are entering a world 
and a life, here at Caritas, created by Our Lady and Her messages .

Smoking and pets are strictly prohibited in all Caritas buildings and  ɶ
everywhere else on the grounds and in the mountains, including the primitive 
camping area .

Restrooms in  ɶ The Tabernacle of Our Lady’s Messages are not available to 
pilgrims during these five days of prayer .  Port-o-lets can be found in the 
parking lot of Caritas, as well as on the outer reaches of the Field, just over the 
ridge from the apparition site .

If you would like to learn more about Our Lady’s mission and how you can  ɶ
become a part of it, visit one of several tables set up in various locations of The 
Tabernacle of Our Lady’s Messages . 



4

There will be food vendors here everyday July 1–4 for breakfast, lunch, and  ɶ
dinner .  We have invited several area restaurants to participate so the food 
promises to be very good .  We encourage you to use the food vendors here, as 
it will be more beneficial spiritually for you to remain on the site rather than 
traveling back and forth to town .  You may picnic in all areas except the circle 
and path around Our Lady’s statue in the Field .  Bottled water is also available 
for a donation .  July 4th lunch and dinner will offer Southern barbecue among 
other items . July 5th is Sunday, so they will not be open . We suggest you get 
provisions on Saturday for your Sunday needs .

 Breakfast Lunch Dinner
July 1 7:00–9:00 am 12:00–2:15 pm 4:30–7:30 pm 
July 2 7:00–9:00 am 12:00–1:45 pm 4:30–7:30 pm 
July 3 7:00–9:00 am 12:00–2:15 pm 4:30–7:30 pm 
July 4 7:00–9:00 am 12:00–2:00 pm 4:30–7:30 pm
July 5   Sunday, vendors will not be open. We suggest you get provisions on Saturday for your 

Sunday needs.

Vendors will be available earlier and later than the above scheduled times if there is a need.

Parking:  Parking will be on the sides of County Road 43 .  When parking off  ɶ
the road, you must park off the white lines .  If your tire is on or across the 
white line, your car will be towed by police .  For safety of pedestrians, park-
ing is not permitted on the road in front of the Field .  For Buses dropping off 
pilgrims, look for signs that designate the bus drop-off . Pilgrims with wheel-
chairs or walkers can be dropped off at the top of the hill up at Caritas, by the 
blacktop .  There is no parking up at Caritas .  The driver of the car must leave 
after making the drop-off, then park on the side of the road .  There is no park-
ing up at Caritas .  

The time of Our Lady’s apparition will be announced each day once Our Lady  ɶ
tells us through Marija .

Our Lady blesses all religious objects in every apparition .  If you wish to purchase  ɶ
items to be blessed, we invite you to visit our Gift Shop .  All funds raised in the 
Gift Shop are used to help offset the expense of these five days .  Three months of 
preparation, however, will fall far short of our cost .  We, therefore, will need your 
donation, of which you can give to any community member .

We suggest that you make every effort to arrive at Caritas as early as possible  ɶ
to avoid the traffic and back up of cars, etc .  Bring a blanket and find a shady 
spot to take a rest in the afternoons .

© 2009 SJP Lic . COB

By no means is Caritas intending to pre-empt the Church on the validity of the apparitions .  They are private revelation awaiting the Church’s 
judgment .  Because the Queen of Peace Apparitions are ongoing and not yet over, the Church has yet to rule on their 

authenticity .  Caritas of Birmingham, and all associated with it, realize and accept that the final authority regarding 
the Queen of Peace Medjugorje apparitions rests with the Holy See in Rome .  We, at Caritas, willingly submit to that 
judgment .  Caritas of Birmingham and its mission is not connected to the Diocese of Birmingham, Alabama .  The 
Diocese of Birmingham’s official position on Caritas is neutral and holds us as Catholics in good standing .
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Mass Information
We are very happy to announce that St . Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church 
will be offering a special Mass each morning at 6:30 a .m . for all priests and 
pilgrims attending the Five Days of Prayer .  Pilgrims can attend 5:00 am 
prayer in the Field, leave at 6:00 am, and arrive at St . Mark’s on time for Mass 
at 6:30 am .  Mass will finish at 7:00 am . 

St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church  ɶ
Phone:  205-980-1810  Daily Mass: 6:30 to 7:00 am 
Saturday Night Vigil Mass: 4:30 pm  Sunday Mass: 7:45 am 
From Hwy 280, going East, turn left onto Hwy 119, also known as Cahaba 
Valley Road .  Coming from Caritas going West on Hwy 280, turn right onto 
Hwy 119 .  This is at a major intersection—Shell Gas Station and a Wachovia 
Bank .  Drive 1 .2 miles .  Turn left at Brook Highland Drive .  St . Mark the 
Evangelist Catholic Church is up off Brook Highland Drive on the left .

Background of Our Lady’s 
Apparitions Here

Our Lady has appeared here in 1988, 1989, 1994, 1998, 1999, 2001, 
2003, 2004, July/August 2005, November 2005, 2008, and February 

2009 .  For many years here in the Valley, we have tried to follow Our Lady’s 
guidance through prayer .  Her messages have been our guiding light .  Her 
presence is strongly felt here and many times we see Her actions working with 
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us and blessing our work . Three weeks before Our Lady appeared here the first 
time in November, 1988, Our Lady said in Medjugorje on October 31, 1988:

“...During this period too, dear children, I need your prayers, 
because I have great plans.  I want to collaborate with you.  I have 
repeated that many times in my messages.  I need you...”

This message confirmed in our hearts that we were on the verge of an 
extraordinary gift and a great plan by Our Lady, even though at the moment, it 
was not clearly understood that Our Lady would come here and appear in this 
valley .  This message, however, strengthened deeper prayer and commitment 
to live Our Lady’s messages and spread them . Our Lady wants us to spread 
Her messages by living them first .  When this is done, we, and all who live Our 
Lady’s messages, have the authority to spread these messages to everyone we 
meet .

“Dear children, I beseech you, especially those from this parish, 
to live my messages and convey them to others, to whomever you 
meet....”  August 16, 1984

When Marija came to Birmingham in 1988, Our Lady appeared to 
her everyday from November through January and gave many powerful 
messages. The first message here, during Our Lady’s second apparition, 
was for the family with whom she was living .  The message held future 
significance .  From this message, we now understand from Our Lady through 
Marija how important our mission is here in community and at Caritas .  Our 
Lady gave us a gift, saying our work would be as prayer  and recommended it 
be offered up .  We believe that Our Lady commissioned our work to go forth 
to everyone possible and that She commissioned us to do everything possible 
with our lives, our evolving community, our special projects and Caritas’ 
mission to bring everyone to Her through God’s grace .  In this first message, 
Our Lady said from the Bedroom in which She appeared:

“May your life be prayer.  May your work be offered as a prayer 
and may everything that you do bring you toward me.  Let 
everything that you do and everybody that you meet be an 
encounter with God.”  November 20, 1988

It was a year after Our Lady left before we began to understand how 
prophetic and powerful this message was, and it is still unfolding .  God has 
aided us greatly in bringing many souls toward Our Lady and helping us to 
use everything for Our Lady’s purposes .  It is important to know Caritas was 
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founded in this Valley before Marija’s visit here and Our Lady’s appearances 
to her while here .  Marija told her host after an apparition during her stay that 
she believed Our Lady wanted a community here .  The statement was given 
little thought at the time but slowly, without any planning, desire, or initiation, 
a community began to form .  Our only action was to abandon everything to 
God .  It began to become self-evident that it was Our Lady who was founding 
the mission and community of Caritas .  She has blessed us with so many 
miracles and events, such as Her coming here, giving us many messages, and 
many other gifts, that we have full confidence that we are under Her mantle .  
It was difficult for us to accept that Our Lady wanted to use such people as 
ourselves for we believed we were not suited for such a call .  However, we 
believe without a doubt, Our Lady came here with specific plans which She 
wanted to initiate and guide those plans which have to do with our whole 
nation .

Our Lady said She has many plans .  One of several reasons we feel 
strongly that Her appearances here, the community, and Caritas’ mission are 
part of Her plans is a message Our Lady gave in Medjugorje on July 24, 1989, 
six months after She came here .  She said:

“...I need you, dear children, to cooperate with me, because there 
are today many plans that I cannot fulfill without you.  I need your 
cooperation.  Pray, pray, pray.”

From these own words of Hers, we understood and believed that those 
who responded the most, could be used the most by Our Lady .  Out of love for 
Her, we abandoned everything else for Her plans .  Once we began to realize 
the magnitude of Our Lady’s plans, we wanted to respond completely to Her 
and hearing messages like the above was a real joy for us .  We had already 
discerned in our hearts the road we were to travel and this particular message 
confirmed this for us .  She had many “irons in the fire” and we felt Her plans 
here were major plans of Hers, and they would even give birth to many other 
plans .  It is in this spirit that we ask you to pray for yourselves, your families, 
your nation, and what Our Lady’s plans are for you while here .  

We know quite clearly our mission .  Our focus is not the Caritas mission 
and then the apparitions, messages, and plans of Medjugorje, or even 
Medjugorje and “the plan here .”  Our focus is “Medjugorje,” and we are to 
give witness to Our Lady’s apparitions, messages, and plans there .  We are not 
in competition with Medjugorje, but united to Medjugorje and in complete 
harmony with Our Lady’s plans there .  Our Lady ordained this on October 
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6, 1986, with a specific message for here .  She told the founder of Caritas, 
“witness with your life.”  This message was given in response to what Her 
plans were to be here at Caritas .  Our Lady was asked by the founder of 
Caritas for the conversion taking place in Medjugorje to be allowed to take 
place here and that it be divinely spread forth throughout the whole region .  
Our Lady answered him through Marija on October 6, 1986:

“Pray and by your life witness.  Not with words but rather through 
prayer will you attain what your desire is.  Therefore, pray more 
and live in humility.”

Only later did he, and then later the community, realize fully how 
prophetic this message was regarding Her coming, among many other events, 
etc .  Any and all appreciation and gratitude for the work of Caritas must 
be given to Our Lady for we were, in truth, founded by Her and have been 
sustained by Her intercession to Our Lord Jesus .  So many times, we’ve been 
up against the wall, about to be devoured and destroyed, only to be Divinely 
rescued by Our Lady .  This is Her mission; it is foundationed in Jesus, and we 
believe Our Lady desires to use it in a special way to strengthen our Mother 
Church, of which we wish to be totally obedient .  

The following will further enlighten you to this .  We do not broadcast in 
advance ideas or plans of what we see Our Lady is doing here, discerning it 
is God’s desire to let much of it happen first rather than just present “words .”  
We know evidence of Our Lady’s handiwork will support it, showing clearly, 
YES, Our Lady’s actions can be seen .  We hope and pray, that during your 
pilgrimage here, your heart will be filled with joy .  The following is written to 
help you to physically see the trail of evidence Our Lady leaves, proving that 
Her hands really are busy here on earth and present in this Valley, just as they 
were in the little house in Nazareth . 
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While Our Lady was here in 1988-89, tens of thousands gathered near 
a giant shade tree a few feet away from the spot where Our Lady appeared 
to Marija on Thanksgiving Day, November 24, 1988 .  From that day through 
January, the sick and those who were spiritually thirsting for Our Lady’s words 
and graces came from all over and gathered in the shade of this large pine tree .  

Daily, as each apparition took place in the Bedroom of the house where 
Marija was staying, Our Lady would also bless everyone gathered by the Tree .  
They were nourished with the seeds God planted in their hearts through Our 
Lady .  Many remarkable events took place .  Rather than a subtraction, it was 
an addition to Medjugorje .  Many, including priests, said they would never 
have been introduced to Our Lady of Medjugorje or gone to Medjugorje if 
they hadn’t been in the presence of Our Lady here .  Many, as you know, still 
come to visit near this Tree, where Our Lady’s presence sanctified the ground .  
People are comforted and restored by the grace Our Lady gives here from 
the Bedroom and Field of Apparitions .  We, in the Caritas Community, have 
never viewed this place as anything other than a call to Medjugorje and a 
witness to it - a billboard, pointing the way to the village of Medjugorje and 
to Her plans to save the world through the parish of Medjugorje .  We are a 
window for future ages of how we applied the messages into our life during 
the time of the apparitions; one of the closest sources to the apparitions for 
history to review .  Through God’s grace and Our Lady’s appearances here, She 
has inspired our community to faithfully try to live Her messages .  Through 
The Tabernacle of Our Lady’s Messages, we are able to spread Our Lady’s 
messages throughout the whole world .  When the great moment of springtime 
comes for Christianity, we believe The Tabernacle of Our Lady’s Messages, and 
surrounding grounds, will be an important lifeline, not only to our nation, 
but to millions more throughout the world .  The following is a portion of an 
interview with Marija Lunetti, the Medjugorje visionary, by Jan Connell which 
appears in her book called, The Visions of the Children:

Q . Will the whole world hear of these messages?
A . Yes .
Q . How?
A . Through God’s faithful children who are spreading these messages to 

the farthest reaches of the globe .
Q . How do you know that, Marija?
A . The Blessed Mother said that God planted a tiny seed in the hearts of 

His faithful children .  Through faithfulness to God’s will, and prayer 
and fasting, the tiny seed has become a great shade tree in the hearts of 
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the faithful ones, where the sick and the starving can find shade, rest, 
and nourishment for their journey to paradise .

Q . How beautiful, Marija .  Who are the faithful ones?
A . Those who hear the messages and respond .
Q . Vicka told me that our Blessed Mother said her faithful children will 

spread these words of God’s chosen visionaries—you six children of 
Medjugorje—to the entire world .

A . That is already happening .  Much more will come .  Those who hear the 
messages of Medjugorje and respond will rejoice even in this life .

Rebuilding  the Church
Before we even began to pray about building The Tabernacle of 

Our Lady’s Messages or other major plans, a great amount of prayer 
went into “first” trying to understand what our community’s mission was and 
what was it that Our Lady wanted for us .  After months passed into years and 
still praying, one day during a severe rain storm on the spot where Our Lady 
appeared in the Field Thanksgiving Day, a parable and its understanding was 
given in an instant .  It was written down .  It speaks of the Church and what we 
now understand our role here to be in Our Lady’s plans .

Once in a village there was a very old church.  There was a law stating there 
could be only one church designated on the site where the church stood.  This 
posed a great problem because the old church was in a bad state of decline.  The 
old church could not be torn down and rebuilt because there would be no place 
to worship during its construction.  Therefore, it was renovated age after age.  
But there came a time when the very structure itself became so decayed that 
it became impossible to make it sound.  Nevertheless, there was no choice but 
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to continually try to make it sound.  New beams would be brought in only to 
be contaminated by rotted beams attached to them.  However, a few beams, by 
nature’s own design, were very hard and were able to resist the rot.  New stones 
throughout the ages were also laid, some next to stones which were crumbling 
and the new stones also became contaminated and crumbled.  However, by 
nature’s own design, some stones were very hard and able to resist the rot even 
though next to the contaminated beams and stones and these stones gave some 
continued strength to the structure.

Some who went to worship in the church were struck from falling beams 
or crumbling stones.  Some were injured to the point of saying they would not 
come back.  And, indeed, they and many others left the church.  Those who 
remained faithful prayed to God and asked, “What are we to do, Lord?  Our 
own church is falling down upon us.  We have continually worked to strengthen 
it but the church cannot be rebuilt.  There is so much decay.”  The people were 
distraught, sad, and in grief at seeing their centuries-old church going to ruin.  
Their suffering and tears moved God’s mercy and a great light shone into the 
hearts of a few of them.  They met and told the others, “God has given a plan to 
give us a new church.  A great light shone into our hearts and revealed it.”  Great 
wonderment of how this could come about swept through those gathered.  The 
enlightened group answered, “We are to build a foundation around the existing 
church.  By building around and over the existing church, the original structure 
would be left in tact so that all can continue to worship while a new, strong 
church can be built on this same site around it.  Once finished, we will be able 
to retrieve the good stones and beams from the old church and build altars and 
decorate the inside of the new church.”

Indeed, they did as God revealed and a beautiful church rose up around the 
old one.  The bad material was cast away.  The good beams and stones were kept 
making beautiful altars and architectural features on the inside.  All marveled 
because this was the same church, new, rebuilt from the outside, and yet the 
same old church, devoid of the rot.

This parable speaks of the one, true, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic Church; of 
the impossibility of leaving it once you have learned this truth; of the crisis 
it faces with its need of rebirth, and yet too many priests and nuns, who are 
represented by the beams and stones, stand in the way of rebirth from the 
inside because of their disobedience to the faith and to its doctrine .  New 
beams and stones being brought in represent men and women entering 
the novitiate, who are contaminated in the seminaries and convents by bad 
teaching or by those “beams” and “stones” who are already in the Church 
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structure and are disobedient .  However, some existing priests, nuns, and 
new novices are able to resist this contamination,  by “nature’s own design” 
which is by their own and others’ prayers .  This gives them the strength to 
be pure and true to the faith, thereby, resisting contamination and giving 
continued strength to the Church .  Those who were struck by those falling 
“beams” and “stones” are those who have left the Church because they were led 
astray by those who teach and pervert doctrines or those who went to other 
faiths because those who are in the Church structure teach a watered-down 
Christianity .  The faithful are those who recognize the great treasure of the 
sacraments and the Catholic faith .  They are in anguish over the ill reverence 
and lack of respect for the Eucharist and many other abuses .  The faithful are 
frustrated because they know the cure for the Church but because of those 
who entrenched themselves in positions of authority, the faithful are prevented 
from implementing a plan .  They are at a loss as to what can be done about 
so many abuses and bad teachings, not only in the Church, but also in the 
Catholic schools, religious orders, etc .  In their suffering, they cry out to God 
- “What can be done?  Our Church is being destroyed from within .”  God 
answered their prayers, giving them a special light in their hearts, which is 
Our Lady’s coming to Medjugorje to not only rebuild the Church, but to save 
the world through a second Pentecost .

It will be done just as in St . Francis’ time, through the faithful laity .  They 
will rebuild the Church, through Our Lady’s plans, from the outside and yet 
remain obedient and true to the one, true Church .  Just as St . Francis’ mission 
started from the outside, absorbing the Church and changing it, Our Lady’s 
plans will also be the same, by building over it .  The saints will be those priests 
and nuns who are in the Church structure, who under obedience, suffer 
greatly, while their community, order, and diocese go astray .  Yet they must 
remain faithful to their vows, while satan inflicts untold sufferings upon them, 
by pulling his master stroke of disobedience through obedience.  They 
represent the retrieved hard stones and beams which will adorn the renewed 
Church as altars and architectural features .  God’s justice will cast away the 
bad beams and stones .  All will rejoice because God answered the cries of the 
faithful and rose up a strong renewed Church through Our Lady .    

We know what is said here is very strong, but anyone in a spirit of 
prayer will recognize its truth and reality.  If you do not,  pray, God will 
soon show you first hand through experiencing it yourself.  We cannot 
speak of any other elements in the Church or what their missions are, 
but we have discerned this is our mission.  It was divinely given.  Just as 
a message given from Mary in Medjugorje except heard and seen from 
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within the heart, crisp and unmistaken, and radiating with peace.  God’s 
voice, strong yet gentle, given in the midst of a raging storm, just as a storm 
faces society today and the Church as well.  It was given after years of deep 
prayer, seeking, asking for Our Lady to show what She wanted of us here.  
Our Lady has shown us, here at Caritas, the way to go about it.  We feel 
this parable is a gift from Our Lady for us to understand that She wishes 
us to work from the outside structure while remaining totally obedient 
to the doctrines and magisterium of the Catholic Church and to the Holy 
Father, and by doing so Our Lady can protect Her mission here from satan 
stopping it… for the Church itself gives us the right as a lay community to 
do what our community does and stay faithful Catholics and yet remain 
faithful to what Our Lady has taught us.  

The following prayer is a combination of prayers from the heart that were 
prayed to Our Lady since about 1985, asking Her to come to this Valley .  It was 
put into one prayer and first prayed on September 1, 1989 on top of one of 
the mountains here, claiming the whole Valley and Mountain, in the name of 
Our Lady .  Since that time, the Valley, Mountain, and everything in it has been 
consecrated thousands of times by this prayer which is recited daily after The 
Magnificat on the spot Our Lady appeared in the Field .

Prayer For the Abode of God
Holy, Holy, Holy God, I present myself to You with all my good deeds, 

my charity, my accomplishments as nothing. I have done nothing, nor 
will I ever do anything for You. Even if I labor to eternity for You, I still could 
not stand before You and say I merit anything.

I, now before You in prayer, naked, weak, and wretched, am ashamed for I 
ask of You a great intention and have nothing to give You in return. Yet boldly 
and strongly do I say, “grant what I ask because I ask in the passion of Your Son.” 
His suffering, I argue, merit me anything I ask of You. With His Blood and Its 
merits, can You deny me anything? I ask You not only to grant the intentions 
of Our Lady, but to go beyond and grant one hundred-fold Her intentions 
pertaining to the Valley. I ask You to establish Her Heavenly Queenship here as 
no other place on earth. I desire Her to be the Foundress of what is to be and I 
beg You to give Her untold powers to accomplish Her plans. I consecrate every 
living plant, animal, person, and the mountains themselves to You so that Our 
Lady, Jesus, and You might dwell here. Amen. 9/1/89 hs
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We shared the previous writing to help you understand that there is much 
more to our building The Tabernacle of Our Lady’s Messages than just a human 
decision .  It is God’s handiwork, designed by Our Lady . On December 25, 1986, 
Our Lady said:

“...My heart carefully follows your steps...”

We feel Our Lady has not only followed but has also helped us with every 
step in leading us to not only building The Tabernacle of Our Lady’s Messages, 
but to many other plans as well .  Hopefully, these five days with Our Lady will 
help you to see and understand more and appreciate the beauty of responding 
to Our Lady .  Please read “American History You Never Learned,” reprinted 
from the May/June 1993 Caritas Newsletter .  Even if you have already read it, 
please pick up another copy while you are here and read it on or near the site 
where Our Lady appeared .  It will help to show how truly blessed this nation 
is, how Our Lady led to its founding, and perhaps why it is that She came to 
an empty field which, at the time, was a cow pasture, and sanctified the ground 
in order to lead our nation back to God .
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Following is a very brief and condensed history of Our Lady’s apparitions here 
from November 1988 to February 2009.  We invite you to walk through the years 
with us in this brief history to have a full appreciation of the grace present in the 
Bedroom and the Field, where messages have been given, where angels have flown, 
where Our Lady has left Her blessing and where Her love waits to greet you. 

The Apparitions
1988–1989
“I invite you to live the profoundness of the  
messages that I give.” (December 4, 1988)  

Even Marija was surprised when Our Lady began giving messages 
everyday when she came to Alabama the first time, back in the Fall of 1988, 
seven years after the apparitions had begun in Medjugorje .  Upon reviewing 
all the messages Our Lady gave here in those beginning days, a friend of our 
founder and a close follower of Medjugorje commented that Our Lady laid a 
foundation through the messages She gave in Alabama, including everything 
necessary to live Her messages .  He was amazed at this .  We understand now 
that Our Lady had initiated a plan here to bring spiritual restoration back to 
the family and to our nation .  That plan was to create a “way of life” through 
the creation of a community that She, Herself requested to be formed in those 
early apparitions in 1988;  a community based upon not only the messages She 
had already given, but upon the messages to come that have now been given 
over the last 28 years .

“Dear children, I love you and I 
wish you to pray for my inten-
tions with the love you have 
for me, so that every plan of 
God about each one of you 
may be fulfilled.”  
 (December 15, 1988)
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From rainbows appearing directly over the Field just after finishing a 
prayer, to dogs and deer living together as friends, to tornadoes mysteriously 
veering out of our path, to every sort of animal finding their way to the Field 
just at Rosary time, we have seen Our Lady blessing our lives through the 
creation that surrounds us .  On December 25, 1988, Our Lady made a request 
to bless all of creation .  By fulfilling this request everyday, we have seen 
the result of this blessing;  the beauty of living harmoniously among God’s 
creation . 

“...Today I give you my Special Blessing.  Bring it to all cre-
ation, so that all creation will know peace...” (december 25, 1988)  

If you would like a better understanding of the reasons behind Our Lady’s 
apparitions here, there is a whole chapter dedicated to the apparitions and 
messages of Our Lady while in Alabama in Words from Heaven

®
 .  We invite 

you to spend some time with these messages in prayer, especially during your 
visit to the sites that She sanctified through Her presence in the apparitions .

February 1994
“I am happy to be here.” (February 1, 1994) 

Five years after her first visit, Marija came back with her husband 
Paolo for a private visit with the founder and his family for a few 
days in February of 1994 . There were three apparitions during 
their visit . In two of the apparitions, Our Lady gave a 
message . The first two apparitions were in 
the Bedroom where She appeared 
when Marija was here from 
November, 1988, to January, 
1989 . The third apparition took 
place in the Field . In the first 
apparition on February 
1, Marija, Paolo and the 
founder’s family were 
the only ones present . 
Since the 1988-1989 
apparitions, the 



17

host family suffered tremendous persecution because of their connection with 
the apparitions these five years . Hatred was incited against the founder and his 
work while others actively worked to convey that he was against the Church, 
etc .  So, there was a great joy because of what Our Lady said in this apparition, 
upon Her return to their home . When Our Lady appeared, She was very 
joyful, immediately smiled and said, “I am happy to be here.”  The consolation 
to the founder and his family, after much resistance, washed all the cost of 
persecution away .  These words of Our Lady overwhelmed them and at the 
same time, strengthened them to continue in the mission here at Caritas .

On February 3, Marija came out to the Field to pray the Rosary in 
preparation for Our Lady’s apparition . She knelt in the same spot where Our 
Lady appeared to her five years before . The apparition was long and lasted 
about ten minutes . Marija said that Our Lady prayed over everyone and 
blessed them in a special way . Marija then said Our Lady extended Her arms 
outward and prayed for a long time, as if She was interceding for the valley or 
region . She then extended a second blessing while looking out from over the 
people . Marija was asked what this second blessing meant . She said that she 
did not know . She was asked if this is something Our Lady does and Marija 
answered: “Two blessings in one apparition? No!  Rarely!” Those present felt 
peace fill the whole valley . We were especially touched when we heard Our 
Lady’s words to us this day: “Do not forget that I am your Mother and that I 
love you.”

May 1998
“Do not forget that I am your Mother 
and that I love you…”  (May, 1998)

Paolo and Marija returned in May of 1998 
for a private visit, this time with three small 
sons .  The Community received a great joy the 
first day, when Our Lady appeared twice on the 
same day—a morning and evening apparition .  
Marija said she hadn’t had two apparitions in 
one day in many years .  During the evening 
apparition, Our Lady gave the above message 
and then repeated this same message later 
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on in the week when all the community fathers were gathered in prayer in the 
host home . During this apparition in which all the heads of the households of 
the community were present, including the heads of the consecrated women’s 
and men’s houses, Our Lady, at the request of our founder prayed over each 
person individually and blessed them while gathered in the Bedroom . The last 
apparition of this visit was the only one open to others .  No one realized Marija 
was here .  Word spread fast and a crowd gathered in the Field .  On this day, Our 
Lady gave no words but looked tenderly at each person’s face who was gathered 
with Her in the Field, an endearing gesture that moved all our hearts .

December 1999
“Thank you with all my heart.” (December 11, 1999)

It was shortly after the 1998 visit that Marija returned to Caritas giving 
thousands of pilgrims the opportunity to be with Our Lady just as in her visit 

in 1988 .  The apparitions were once again in the Bedroom and 
Field .   These were the first open apparitions here since 1988 .  

Thousands of conversions took place in those five days in 
December 1999 . In the words of one priest who heard 

confessions for several days in a row, “There were a lot of 
big fish caught .”  People who hadn’t been to confession 
in 10, 15, 20 years were coming forward with repentant 
hearts and a desire to change their lives . Our Lady gave 
us an added grace the first day of the apparitions, by 
appearing two times; the first time with the public in 
the morning, and then in a private apparition that 
evening for the community .  In both apparitions 
that day Our Lady gave the same message:  “Do not 
forget that I am your Mother and that I love you.”

There were many special moments with Our 
Lady but none surpassed the night of Christmas 
in the Field, when thousands came bearing flowers 
to present to Baby Jesus in the manger . Our Lady 
came that starry night with three angels and very 
happily exclaimed Her gratitude by saying, “Thank 

you with all my heart.”  It was a night we will never forget .
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Marija asked Our Lady the night before she was to leave if Our Lady 
would make a special exception for the community and come early for the 
apparition that day . Our Lady graciously agreed . She appeared at 8:30 am in 
the morning in the Bedroom and to our great surprise and delight, came with 
five angels . It was the first time angels appeared in the Bedroom since 1988 . 
Marija relayed that there were two black-haired angels on one side of Our 
Lady, two brown- haired angels on Her other side, and one blond-headed 
angel above Our Lady .  This was a particular joy to hear .  Our Lady looked 
with love at each face of the community gathered around Her .  To have the 
angels accompany Our Lady in two out of the five days She was with us, 
brought great happiness to everyone .

December 2001
“Go in peace. We will see each other tomorrow, at the 
same time, at the same place.” (December 12, 2001)

Marija sent word that she would return for our days of prayer in 
December 2001 .  The day she called was September 10, just 24 
hours before the fatal attack on the World Trade Center 
and the Pentagon .  This particular year held a 
spiritual significance for another reason as 
well .  It was our 9th year of the offering of our 
seven novenas for Reconciling Ourselves, Our 
Families, and Our Nation Back to God .  It was 
the end of a nine-year novena for our nation’s 
conversion .

The community was delighted to learn on 
Marija’s arrival that even though Our Lady had 
already appeared to her that day on the plane 
coming over to America, She would appear 
a second time in the Bedroom for a private 
apparition for the community .   Our Lady 
lovingly looked at each and every face in the 
room that evening .  The first public apparition 
took place in the Field the evening of the 11th .  A 
special request was made to Our Lady in this 
apparition…that She would bless two tractor-
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trailer rigs full of salt canisters that had been shipped in just for this purpose .  
The salt would later be distributed and spread as a means to combat satan and 
his plans of darkness .  When Marija was asked if Our Lady blessed the salt, 
she said strongly, “There can be no question.”  

In Our Lady’s apparitions in 1999, She gently teased us with Her response 
to Marija’s question each day regarding when and where Our Lady would 
appear the following day .  Our Lady would say “Same time, same place.”  In 
the Field in 2001, when asking Our Lady the same question, Her response was 
the same, delighting us by Her remembrance of words that had left a sweet 
memory of Her presence with us .  The following days Our Lady continued to 
grant us Her blessing and Her words, telling us once again, “Do not forget 
that I am your Mother and I love you.”  And on Her last day in the Field She 
said:

“Live my messages.” (December 14, 2001)

Her visit ended with another private apparition for the community in 
the Bedroom, early on the morning of December 15 .  The founder of the 
community wrote a question to Our Lady that pertained to something he had 
asked thirteen years before .   Marija asked Our Lady if She had an answer for 
this question .  Marija said that immediately upon asking the question, Our 
Lady smiled and with spoken words affirmed the question .  Her response, 
having to do with the future here at Caritas, was a very special, long awaited 
joy and consolation for the founder and community, especially after thirteen 
years of waiting for some direction, though, for now, it was not yet time .  
Though Her answer meant for us still more waiting, we were strengthened to a 
solid faith that it will one day happen .

August 2003
“Because it is your vacation, I will come whenever you 
pray.” (August 9, 2003)

Paolo, Marija and now four sons returned for a family visit in August 
2003 .  They accompanied the community to Florida for a week at the beach .  
We brought with us a large statue of Our Lady and made an altar for the 
apparitions, with the ocean in the background .  Not wanting Our Lady to take 
second place in our day, our founder asked Marija to ask Our Lady when She 
would appear each day .  We knew this vacation would be like no other we ever 
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experienced when Our Lady appeared and said, “Because it is your vacation, 
I will come whenever you pray.”  True to Her words, we were able to choose 
what time of day to settle down, and have a very peaceful, unhurried, beautiful 
Rosary—to welcome Our Lady .  We were in awe all week, and though we had 
not had a real vacation in years, it was the apparitions that we prepared for all 
day .  That made this vacation one of the most joyous experiences we have ever 
had with Our Lady .

“I wish to give you graces.  Ask for them.”  (August 13, 2003)

Still on vacation, two days before Our Lady’s Assumption, the founder of 
Caritas asked Marija if we could write out our petitions and present them to 

Our Lady while Marija was in ecstasy . Marija agreed, and even the children 
wrote petitions .  One by one with Marija in ecstasy, Our Lady 

waited until the last person had walked up and then 
She gave the message above .  We 

were stunned and so overjoyed 
that we repeated this event, two 
days later on the Feast of Our 
Lady’s Assumption, writing our 
requests for graces that She had 
told us to ask for and again, laying 
them at Our Lady’s feet during 
the apparition .  To our great joy 
and surprise, Marija came out 
of ecstasy saying that thousands 
of angels had come with Our 
Lady on this day .  And when we 
asked what were they looking at, 
thinking Marija would say Our 
Lady, we were surprised to learn 
that the angels were staring at all 
of us as we placed our petitions at 
Our Lady’s feet .

“The wind is my sign.  I will come in the wind.  When the 
wind blows, know that I am with you…”  (February 15, 1984)

Our Lady’s message above was not given at Caritas, but it has been 
experienced in the Field time and time again over the years that we have 
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made this message  our own .  The apparition that took 
place in the Field on August 21, 2003, is but just one 

beautiful example of how Our Lady comes in the 
wind .  On this day it was very hot and muggy, 
typical of August in the deep south .  Weather 
forecasters had predicted record-breaking 
temperatures .  There were approximately 150 
invited people who gathered for the apparition that 
evening and only a few were able to take refuge 
in a very thin shadow cast from the pine tree .  All 
the rest were kneeling in the full sun .  Everyone’s 
clothes were wet from the heat .  Just as the third 
mystery of the second Rosary began, a very large 
storm cloud, which had been drifting aimlessly in 

the sky, made its way to the sun and covered it .  At 
the same time, a strong, unusually strange, cool wind 

for August began to blow, and continued, not for a minute or 
two, but through all the rest of the Rosary, right up to apparition time .  In 
just minutes, all of us suffering from the heat were not only cooled off, but 
the wind was strong enough to dry our clothing .  The apparition lasted four 
minutes, and though Our Lady did not give a message that day, there was not 
one person present who doubted Our Lady’s presence in the wind .  It was a 
beautiful encounter with Our Lady .  

May 2004
“Tomorrow morning, here (in the Bedroom), 
and the day after in the afternoon in the Field by 
the Tree.”  (April 30, 2004)

Marija was with us once again from May 1-5, 2004 .  To say these five days 
of prayer with Our Lady were grace-filled days understates the experience .  
It was clearly life altering, with many many stories of beautiful conversions .   
When Marija arrived on April 30, Our Lady delayed the apparition that day, 
allowing the community to be present for it . In this apparition, the founder 
asked Marija to ask Our Lady what time She would appear the next day (May 
1) for the thousands who would be gathered in the Field to be present with 
Her .  Our Lady surprised us all with the above words: .
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The message above is a very significant one for us in that Our Lady has 
never, in all the years of apparitions here, specifically said the words “Field” 

and “Tree .”  In this same message She 
also makes reference to the Bedroom .  
In doing so, She Herself recognizes 
these two separate but connected 
apparition sites .  In this message, it 
is She who set the schedule, setting 
one apparition in the morning and 
another in the evening .  It shows 
that She has a purpose in appearing 
both in the Bedroom and in the 
Field, and that She has preferences .  
During these five days, Our Lady 
chose to have Her apparitions in the 
Bedroom four out of the five days of 
the retreat .  Our Lady would always 
bless all those gathered in the Field, 
even during the days that She appeared 

in the Bedroom . 

In the only apparition in the Field during these days, Our Lady gave us a 
familiar message with an added blessing:

“My dear children, do not forget that I am your Mother, 
and that I love you, and that I bless you.  (May 2, 2004)

With only the community present, just before Marija returned home to 
Italy, Our Lady came one last time giving us advice to a question presented to 
Her by the founder .  It was asked of Our Lady to give words of encouragement 
in the face of attacks that come because of the great fruit of conversion that 
had just taken place here over the years .  Our Lady said:

“I give you my love.  You give it to others.”  (May 6, 2004)

August 2005
“I thank you for your novenas.”  (August 5, 2005)
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Each visit Marija has made with her family to Caritas has given her the 
opportunity to observe the community’s life in all its facets:  prayer, work and 
play .  She continues to see the grace of this life and how Our Lady blesses it in 
so many ways .  She returned in August of 2005 bringing Our Lady to celebrate 
Her 2021st birthday with thousands of Her children who, again, traveled from 
all over the country to be with Her .  The community had prayed for years for 
the grace to honor Our Lady here in the Field on the day Our Lady revealed 
to be Her true birthday, August 5 .  For this special event, we created a “life-
size” nativity of Our Lady’s birth that was unveiled the Eve of Her birthday, lit 
up by 2021 candles .  On “Mary’s” Christmas Eve we prayed a special Rosary, 
meditating on the events of Our Lady’s birth and recalled that different 
mystics spoke of a violent storm that broke out at the time that St . Anne gave 
birth to Mary .

The next evening on Our Lady’s birthday, we all gathered around the 
little house of Mary, praying the Rosary and awaiting Our Lady in the 
apparition .  Though the weather was overcast, the sun was still shining .  No 
one suspected that a tremendous storm was brewing .  Within the short 
expanse of praying two Rosaries, dark clouds rolled in from the east (which 
we have never seen before) while the sun remained shining 
going down in the west .  Suddenly lightening, thunder, 
hail, wind and drenching rain assailed us all in the open 
Field .  Realizing that we were in some mysterious 
way, reliving the moment of Our Lady’s birth, 
everyone’s heart filled with joy .  There was no fear .  
Marija came into the little house of Mary for the 
apparition and at the very moment she went 
into ecstasy, a crack of lightening struck so loud 
that it shook the ground .  Though everyone was 
drenched, not one person left the Field .  Marija 
told us that Our Lady had smiled this evening 
and that She stayed for an unusually long time .  
Three angels accompanied Her .  She said,

“…Do not forget that I am your 
Mother and I love you.”
She then said 

“I thank you for the novenas,” 
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referring to the five 9-hour 
novenas, on August 1–5, 
that we had offered for Her 
birthday intentions .  Our 
Lady then gave everyone 
the Special Blessing .  It was 
an experience of a magni-
tude that all who were present 
knew they had experienced a 
supernatural grace, one that they 
would remember for the rest of their lives .

November 2005
“Only in faith will you discover the joy of the gift of life 
that God has given you.”  (November 25, 2005)

As if that grace wasn’t enough, Our Lady returned once more in the year 
2005 on a day very special to us .  In 1988 Our Lady appeared for the first time 
in the Field .  The date was November 24, 1988 and it was special for another 
reason as well .  Through this apparition, we came to realize that Our Lady 
desired to lead us back to our nation’s deep roots of Christianity .  This was the 
day Our Lady officially consecrated the Field, through Her presence, for the 
purpose of leading the United States of America towards reconciliation with 

God .  In 2005, Thanksgiving Day fell on the same date as that 
apparition long ago, November 24th .  To our great delight, 
Marija returned for a brief visit and Our Lady gave the 
monthly message for the world in the Bedroom .  We truly 
had much to be thankful for on that Thanksgiving Day .

Marija has been learning, a little bit at a time, the 
spiritual heritage of the United States .  She was touched 

to learn the story of the Mayflower, the pilgrims 
and Squanto and their reliance on God in 
forming the first successful colony in America .  
She sees the parallel of what Our Lady is doing 
today with our community and is more and more 
interested in how to create this “Way of Life” in 

other places .
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July 2008
“…be my extended hands in this peaceless world.”  (July 4, 2008)

The year 2008 marked the 20th anniversary of the first apparitions of 
Our Lady that took place in the Bedroom and the Field in 1988 .  The Five 
Days of Prayer, July 1–5, with visionary Marija Lunetti, was a solemn event in 
which thousands of pilgrims from all 50 states came together to be with Our 
Lady .  The purpose of the gathering was to formally make a solemn act of 
consecration of the United States of America on July 4th, the birthday of our 
nation, to the hearts of Jesus and Mary . Seeing our nation move further and 
further from God sparked the desire in the founder of Caritas to bring Our 
Lady back to our nation with the plea that She would intercept the destructive 
path it was headed on . The Bishops of the United States had re-consecrated 
the United States to Our Lady as the Patroness of our nation in the fall of 
2006 .  This consecration in July, by “we the people”, was to add greater graces 
to this action of the bishops by doing so in the actual presence of the Mother 
of God, an extraordinary opportunity of grace .  

Each of the five days had a specific focus, July 1st being a day of 
repentance and seeking forgiveness, July 2nd was the day for our individual 
consecrations, July 3rd, the day of consecration of our families, July 4th, the 
consecration of our Nation and July 5th, a day of thanksgiving for Our Lady’s 
presence among us and Her acceptance of these consecrations .  Marija arrived 
on June 28th and from the first day until July 3rd, all the apparitions took place 
in the Bedroom .  This was the choice of Our Lady as She was asked each day 
where She wanted the apparitions to be .  She would respond each day, 

“Same time, same place.”  

These apparitions took place at 11:40 a .m . each morning .  It was significant 
to our founder and the community that Our Lady chose to appear in the 
Bedroom these days .  Though the purpose of these five days of prayer was 
for our nation’s return to God and to the principles of Jesus Christ upon 
which the United States was founded, that can only happen through the 
healing of the family, of which the Bedroom represents .  It was touching to 
the community as well as it was felt that Our Lady was recognizing the 20th 
anniversary of Her apparitions in this home, with this family .
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During the July 2nd apparition, Marija went before Our Lady with a 
special intention .  In her own words, she said:

“…I asked Our Lady for tomorrow.  I said tomorrow is a special day, 
the Vigil for the 4th, and Our Lady smiling, said that the apparition 
would be at 10:00 at night in the Field.”  

Immediately upon hearing this, several in the room wanted Marija to repeat 
what she had just said as they were shocked to hear Our Lady’s choice for a 
vigil apparition, the night of July 3rd in anticipation of honoring God for the 
birth of our nation on the 4th of July .  

Not since the apparitions in 1988 had Our Lady appeared in a night time 
apparition . Everyone was moved by this uncommon gesture of Our Lady .  As 
pilgrims gathered in the Field, the scene that greeted them was stunning, as 
a special platform had been built around Our Lady’s statue with thousands 
of red, white and blue candles lit to light up Our Lady’s image .  That night 
Marija’s face was intense during the long apparition that lasted more than 
eight minutes .  Afterwards, Marija surprised the thousands gathered in the 
Field by saying for the July 4th apparition, Our Lady again said She would 
appear in the Field at 10:00 p .m .  Knowing that this was something out of the 
ordinary, and feeling that Our Lady was giving us all another day to spend in 
prayer for our nation’s conversion, joy swept through the crowd .  Marija then 
asked the pilgrims, “Would you rather sleep or would you rather pray?”  And 
then she said, “I think we must pray very much in these next 24 hours for your 
nation.”  She stayed in the Field until well after midnight with everyone who 
wanted to stay, praying the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be over and over 
again, with songs sung intermittently .   

The night of July 4th, just moments before Our Lady’s apparition, when 
it came time to pray the Solemn Consecration of Our Nation to Our Lady, 

small lights lit up the entire Field from flashlights of 
people turning their eyes to this prayer, 

but the effect of these small lights 
throughout the entire Field 

was more like starlight, and 
that scene coupled with 

the deep intensity of 
love that each pilgrim 
prayed for our nation is 
something that cannot 
be adequately described .  
It was something not 
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of this earth .  That night in the apparition Our Lady came with three angels, 
a very rare occurrence in the apparitions, and one that filled everyone’s heart 

with awe and joy, as Our Lady recognized the “feast day” 
of America’s birth by being accompanied by angels .  

The second cause of joy was that Our Lady 
gave a message that night .

“Thank you for all your 
prayers, be my extended 

hands in this peaceless 
world.” (July 4, 2008)

The five days of prayer 
ended on July 5, when the 
apparitions returned to the 
Bedroom, again by Our 
Lady’s choice . At the request 

of Caritas’ founder, Marija 
asked Our Lady to give the Special Blessing to all the pilgrims .  Our Lady smiled 
at the request .  Our Lady then said:

“Today I give you my Motherly blessing, take it to 
your homes, to your families.”  July 5, 2008

Though the prayer gathering had ended, Marija stayed until July 21st and 
the apparitions continued to be attended by local pilgrims as well as those 
who traveled from nearby states to be in Our Lady’s presence .  With the 
consecration of the United States in Our Lady’s hands, it was with confidence 
that we believed that whatever would come in the future, it would be for the 
good of our Nation, for its eventual return to the principles of Jesus Christ 
upon which it was founded, though a purification may take place first .

February, 2009
“I give my love to you, you give it to others.” (February 18, 2009)
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On February 
13, 2009, one of the 
young couples in 
the Community 
was married .  In 
the midst of all 
the wedding 
preparations, two 
days before the 
wedding, one of the 
married women of 
the Community gave 
birth to a beautiful 
baby girl .  Just three 
weeks earlier, a baby 
boy was born to another Community mother .  It was a month of beautiful new 
beginnings in the Community .  These were special days of joy, and it would 
be hard to imagine anything else that could add to the events taking place, 
except perhaps one .  Unbeknownst to the Community, arrangements had been 
made for Paolo and Marija, and their youngest son, Giovanni, to attend the 
wedding .  They were to arrive the evening of the 11th .  The Community had 
begun a Rosary in the Bedroom that evening for the young couple getting 
married, and through clever maneuvering, Marija was able to creep into the 
room without anyone noticing .  Suddenly, her presence was revealed and there 
couldn’t have been a greater shock .  No one was expecting such a beautiful 
surprise .  Our Lady had not yet come in the apparition that day, and so 
suddenly the Community was preparing to be in Her presence .  So with the 
surprise of Marija and Paolo’s presence also came the surprise of having Our 
Lady with them in the apparitions to share these joyful days .   

When Our Lady came in the apparition, Marija recommended the 
Community and Our Lady immediately smiled .  Marija said afterwards 
that Our Lady had a different kind of expression on Her face .  Her face was 
filled with joy but also something different .  When the founder asked more 
details, she tried to explain that Our Lady looked almost amused .   She had an 
emotion of joy on Her face, but also a look as though She were sharing in the 
surprise and amusement of Marija and Paolo’s unexpected arrival .  One other 
surprise awaited the Community . The founder, knowing tomorrow would be 
a difficult day to get everyone together because of the wedding preparations, 
asked Marija to have Our Lady choose the time for the next day’s apparition .  
Our Lady would know what would be best when all the Community could 
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attend Her apparition .  Marija asked, and Our Lady astounded them all when 
She said:

“I will come when you pray.” (February 11, 2009)

On February 12, the community gathered in the Bedroom for the 
apparition which would take place around 9:00 p .m .  Marija said that at the 
beginning of the apparition Our Lady came and stayed, looking at each person 
in the room, watching them as if She had time just to stay and linger .  Marija 
then recommended every one and especially the couple about to be married 
and little baby Victoria just born the day before .  Immediately, Our Lady began 
to smile and prayed over everyone .  As Our Lady continued to stay, Marija 
then began to recommend many other people to Our Lady .  For the apparition 
the next day, Our Lady again said:  “I will come whenever you pray.”

On February 13th, the day of the wedding, the time chosen for the 
apparition was after Holy Communion when the couple would consecrate 
their marriage to Our Lady in front of Her statue in the church .  While they 
knelt there, the Ave Marija was sung .  Marija then came up and knelt between 
the couple .  When Our Lady appeared, She prayed over the bride, and then 
after, She prayed over the groom, and then She blessed them together .  She 
then blessed everyone present with the Sign of the Cross .  Our Lady was 
smiling, and then said concerning the apparition the next day, “Tomorrow’s 
apparition will be in the Bedroom at 10:40 a.m.”

The following four days Our Lady continued to appear at the “Same time, 
at the same place.”  Each day when Marija would recommend the community 
to Our Lady, She immediately began to smile and pray over everyone .  
However, something unusual took place on February 17th .  The founder of 
Caritas and Marija’s husband went out of town the day before and were 
scheduled to return on this day, but not in time for the apparition, especially 
since Our Lady said the apparition would be “Same time, same place.”   On 
this day the Community met in the Bedroom and began the Rosary at 10:00 
a .m ., with the anticipation that Our Lady would appear at around 10:40 a .m .  
However, in the apparition, Our Lady refrained from appearing at this normal 
time .  They had prayed two full Rosaries and had started a third and still Our 
Lady had not appeared .  As time passed some in the room began to wonder 
if Our Lady was purposely waiting to give the founder an opportunity to 
make it back for the apparition .  Finally, almost 30 minutes past the normal 
apparition time, Our Lady appeared .  For those who had been hoping the 
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founder would make it, 
there was a little feeling 
of disappointment 
knowing that it had 
been so close .  But then, 
in the silence of the 
apparition, they suddenly 
heard the kitchen screen 
door open and shut, 
and the founder came 
running in . He knelt 
beside Marija, and as 
the apparition was long, 
lasting four minutes, 
it was only half over .  
It was a big joy for 

everyone to see this unfold .  Again, Our Lady smiled when the community 
was recommended to Her .  She prayed a long time over everyone, and then in 
answer to what time the apparition would be the next day, She said once again 
to everyone’s amazement:  “I will come whenever you pray.”

February 18th was the last apparition .  The Community met at 9:30 a .m . 
at the house of the founder and began writing petitions to Our Lady placing 
them on the Bed .  The founder told Marija that if Our Lady gives time to ask 
a question in the apparition, he would like to ask Our Lady to give some sweet 
words to end Her visit with the Community .  Our Lady came at 10:00 am .  As 
always, Marija recommended the Community to Our Lady, and then asked 
Our Lady if She had some words to say to everyone .  Our Lady began to smile 
and said:

“I give my love to you, you give it to others.”  (February 18, 2009)

She then began to pray over everyone, blessed everyone, and the apparition 
ended .  Shortly after, it was also time to say goodbye to Paolo, Marija and 
Giovanni . The surprise visit ended as quickly as it had begun, but with so many 
joys in-between, and a beautiful message in which Our Lady gave Her love .
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Description of Pilgrimage Sites

The Bedroom of the Apparitions
Only rarely, since Marija Lunetti, the visionary from Medjugorje, first 

visited here do pilgrims have the public opportunity to visit the room of the 
apparitions in the  family home of our founder, his wife, and children . You will 
be able to spend at least a few minutes in prayer (depending on the amount of 
people also waiting to pray in the Bedroom) for your intentions . 

Our Lady chose for Herself this room that She made holy, to appear 
for a beautiful purpose—to teach us about family . A special Crucifix hangs 
in the Bedroom, just above the bed . It was the Crucifix that hung in the 
apparition room in Medjugorje and was blessed hundreds of times by Our 
Lady . Father Slavko from Medjugorje had given this Crucifix to our founder 
as a gift long before there was even the possibility of Marija’s visit .  Fr . Slavko, 
has since  died .  Our Lady confirmed to Marija the day after his death in a 
monthly message to the world (November 25, 2000) that he is in Heaven and 
interceding for all of us .  After our founder received the Crucifix from Fr . 
Slavko, he brought it to Marija before leaving Medjugorje, and asked her to 
pray over it that it would become a great instrument of conversion for our 

And so ended the apparitions of Our Lady’s last visit . The story continues 
to unfold as this July, thousands come to be once again with Our Lady .  You 
are among the witnesses of these special events, in this special time of grace .  
It is not just important, but “crucial,” that during these five days of prayer 
you find, as much as possible, moments to go off alone and be with God, 
your Creator, in silence . Those who gain the most graces from the Field and 
Bedroom without exception do so by spending quiet time in solitude away 
from friends, family, etc ., finding a quiet spot for praying in silence . We cannot 
emphasize this enough . It is everyone’s responsibility to create an atmosphere 
of prayer and meditation . Be the example of this yourself and others will 
follow your lead . Most especially we ask that in the area of the statue of Our 
Lady and Tree in the Field STRICT SILENCE be kept at all times .
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country . We hope that every single person present for these five days of prayer 
will open their hearts to the graces when visiting and praying in the Bedroom 
before this Crucifix arranged over the bed . We’ve come to realize that this 
room, precisely the “Bed” is Our Lady’s altar for families of the world .  No 
nation can be strong without strong families .  No family can be strong without 
strong individuals .  It was thought by the founder and his wife that the 
apparitions would occur outside or in the Church,  It was a shock and surprise 
to the couple that the apparitions of Our Lady, and the many messages, would 
be given from over their bed .  But Our Lady was making a statement, “I come 
to heal the nations through the individual raised in a sound healthy family .  
The family is the heart of a nation .  The Bedroom is the heart of the family .  
Special graces are given for all who enter with an open heart .”  We have faith 
that Our Lady will bestow tremendous blessings upon each of you from this 
spot, especially to those who have faith . An experience unlike anything you 
have ever had .  The Bedroom is the primary or most important site here 
at Caritas  because it was Our Lady’s choice, and from which She birthed 
everything here, just as the family is birthed from the bedroom .
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Visiting the Bedroom of the 
Apparitions

When visiting the Bedroom of the Apparitions, during the designated 
times, follow these directions to the house .  After walking down the hill from 
The Tabernacle of Our Lady’s Messages cross Hwy . 43, do not go past the white 
gate, but rather take a right onto the path that parallels the street, and head to 
the first driveway on your left .  Take the first driveway, which winds around 
a small lake, and up to the house .  Enter the yard of the house between the 
two large double gates of the picket fence .  There will be members of the 
Community of Caritas to direct you once you have reached the house .  You 
will have the opportunity to spend a few minutes of prayer in the Bedroom .

It is in the Bedroom where most of the apparitions have taken place on 
the grounds .  There have been many profound conversions that have taken 
place in this room, but it is up to you to prepare yourself to be open to the 
grace .  Our Lady once said on May 16, 1987:

“...Think about how it would be sad to let pass those opportunities 
that God allows without taking them...”

Prepare for this opportunity by asking Our Lady, in prayer, for an open 
heart .  Opportunities for grace come to us, but we can let them pass simply 
by not placing ourselves in a prayerful, recollected state to receive them .  Our 
Lady has appeared more then 118 times in this room .  If you want the grace 
that these apparitions afford man today, then seek it with all your heart, Our 
Lady will not disappoint you .

The Field of Apparitions
For us in the Community at Caritas, the Bedroom and the Field are what 

our lives revolve around . They are places that we cherish, and we believe 
that the Field is a place Our Lady cherishes as well as the Bedroom .  She is 
generous in bestowing graces to all those who come to Her in the Bedroom 
and Field . We have experienced this in our own lives and in our mission, and 
we have witnessed this in the lives of countless people who have visited here 
over the past 21 years .
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During Marija’s visit in 1988-89, only one apparition of Our Lady took 
place in the Field . From the Bedroom, a request was made by Marija to 
Our Lady on several occasions for Her (Our Lady) to go to the Field, for 
the crowds .  However, seeing Our Lady would not comply, the request was 
dropped .  On November 23, out of the blue, Our Lady told Marija She would 
appear outside .  It was the only occasion, but was very significant .  Our Lady 
instead chose to center everything around the Bedroom .  On November 23, 
1988, Our Lady said: “Tomorrow I will appear outside, invite the public 
to come.”  The next day, which was Thanksgiving Day, Our Lady appeared 
beneath the tree, She said through Marija:

“I invite you to live my messages. I am here to help you! I will 
intercede for you to God for all your intentions.” (November 24, 1988)

Choosing Thanksgiving Day for Her apparition in the Field as the one day 
She clearly wanted and invited everyone to come, made a strong statement . 
After this Thanksgiving Day, each day hundreds, and many times thousands, 
of people gathered in the Field for the apparition in the Bedroom . Mass would 
often be offered . At the moment of the apparition in the home, everyone in the 
Field  would kneel and face the home, Christmas lights forming the word MIR 
(“peace” in Croatian) on the hosts’ home would be turned on so that everyone 
would know Our Lady was appearing . Many people experienced extraordinary 
graces during this time, many, as well, experienced profound conversion .
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On July 4, 1837, in a speech celebrat-

ing the 61st Anniversary of the sign-

ing of the Declaration, John Quincy Adams 

proclaimed to the inhabitants of the Town of 

Newburyport:

“Why is it that, next to the birth-
day of the Savior of the World, 
your most joyous and most ven-
erated festival returns on this 
day.  Is it not that, in the chain 
of human events, the birthday of 
the nation is indissolubly linked 
with the birthday of the Savior?  
That it forms a leading event in 
the Progress of the Gospel dis-
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pensation?  Is it not that the 
Declaration of Independence first 
organized the social compact on 
the foundation of the Redeemer’s 
mission upon earth?  That it laid 
the cornerstone of human gov-
ernment upon the first precepts 
of Christianity and gave to the 
world the first irrevocable pledge 
of the fulfillment of the prophecies 
announced directly from Heaven 
at the birth of the Saviour and 
predicted by the greatest of the 
Hebrew prophets 600 years 
before.”
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The Tabernacle of  
Our Lady’s Messages

During your time at Caritas, be sure to visit The Tabernacle of Our Lady’s 
Messages .  There are places to pray as well as being able to see the various 
production sites for spreading Our Lady’s messages .

On the first floor of The Tabernacle of Our Lady’s Messages is our 
computer graphics and design center, our prepress department and a fully 
equipped printing department all of which promotes projects and printed 
material to spread the messages .

The second level houses our offices and shipping department .  We 
are always expanding our information of Medjugorje books, audio CD’s, 
pamphlets, etc ., to be able to better serve Our Lady’s plans .  

The top level is an auditorium with a seating capacity of 700 people .  
We host retreats here offering talks about Our Lady and teachings about 
Her messages .  The Radio Wave sound room is also located on this floor 
where live programs with A Friend of Medjugorje are recorded for mej .
com .  The offices beside the auditorium house a research center for  the 
prayerful understanding of Our Lady’s messages, archives for the spiritual 
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events surrounding Medjugorje as well as the community archives, our book 
publishing department, etc .  

A prayer chapel leading up to the bell tower encasing a 120-year-old bell 
completes The Tabernacle of Our Lady’s Messages .

Grotto La Pluie
Since before the apparitions of Our Lady in 1988-89, the mountains 

protecting this valley were consecrated to Our Lady .  We know consecrations 
mean a great deal to Mary and believe strongly that this type of action, done 
with faith, God’s grace, and love, is what paved the way for Her coming .  Our 
Lady wants to collaborate with us as She has told us with Her own words .  The 
community often climbs these mountains in reparation for the sins of this 
country and to pray for Our Lady’s plans and intentions .  These mountains are 
very special to us, and we have prayed for a very long time that God would 
allow us to share them with those who pilgrimage here .

La Pluie is the name of a small waterfall nestled in the mountains directly 
behind Caritas .  It is to this spot that we will be climbing .  A small grotto lies 
directly above the waterfall . In the middle of two severe droughts during the 
early summer of 1992, we climbed to the waterfall and found no water running 
down .  On this trip up the mountain, we were inspired to pray for rain and 
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the end of the drought .  After placing a small statue of Our Lady in a crevice 
behind the waterfall, we re-consecrated it and the entire mountain to Our 
Lady .  We felt this would be a good place to come and pray to God to rain 
blessings upon us whenever we were in need .  A friend from France was with 
us and told us that “rain” in French was “la pluie .”  This is how the grotto got its 
name .  Within two days of our prayer in the grotto, it started to rain .  It rained 
so much that in August the record was broken for the most rain ever to fall in 
the month of August in the entire history of Alabama .  We knew this was Our 
Lady and that She was pleased with the gift of the grotto .  We felt then that it 
was for a bigger purpose in Her plans than simply a place to come to pray for 
Her intentions for us .  

It is a steep and rocky climb .  For those who have been to Medjugorje, we 
believe that you will find it a similar experience to climbing Apparition Hill 
or Cross Mountain .  We ask as you walk, to maintain an attitude of silence 
and prayer .  Please make yourselves available to help anyone who is in need of 
assistance . 

Important Note:  The owners of the property have asked that before anyone climbs 
the mountain on this day they sign a waiver that you are climbing at your own 
risk.  No one is allowed on the mountain without signing this waiver.  Forms can be 
found in the Gift Shop, at the reception desk at the entrance of The Tabernacle of 
Our Lady’s Messages and on the way to the trail to Grotto La Pluie. 

The Crucifix
The Crucifix located in the small chapel underneath the monumental 

staircase of The Tabernacle of Our Lady’s Messages has its own story .  Long 
before Marija’s first visit, an individual contacted the founder, of Caritas 
wanting to sculpt a Crucifix for him .  He accepted his offer, requesting that 
the sculptor base his interpretation on writings of different saints who had 
received special revelations concerning Christ’s passion .  He finished the 
Crucifix right before Marija first came to our founder’s home .  It was hung in 
the balcony of the home and during Our Lady’s apparitions, it was blessed by 
Our Lady .  It, too, has been the source of many powerful graces to those who 
have knelt before it in prayer .
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Prayer and Event Schedule
The Caritas Community has a regular prayer schedule that we follow 

everyday and we ask that you join us for these special prayer times during 
your week with us .  There will be extra events scheduled throughout the week 
of prayer that are explained further in the program booklet .  Your free time 
should be spent praying and preparing yourself for the moment of being in the 
presence of Our Lady which is, of course, the primary event you will attend on 
our grounds during your week with us in community .

The apparitions of Our Lady will be announced at the time Our Lady tells 
Marija . In the past Our Lady has told us the day before each apparition what 
time and where She will appear . This place is Hers and it has been a great joy 
for us in the way Our Lady has often done this for us, sometimes appearing 
in the morning, sometimes late at night and even sometimes during the day . 
We surrender this to Our Lady with the joy that She will do what’s best for 
Her children . In 1999, several times Marija relayed that when she asked Our 
Lady what time the apparition would be, Our Lady responded by saying 
“Same time, same place.” It became something very endearing, a joy to Marija 
and everyone present .  Two years later, in December 2001, when Our Lady 
returned to be with us once again, She made our hearts smile when these 
endearing words were repeated by Her lips; a Mother reminiscing with Her 
children of a beautiful time they had had together .  Our Lady has continued 
this pattern through the years .  
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Everyday the Following
5:00 am  Morning Prayer  Silent prayer in the Field .  Bring blankets to sit on .  

Please remember to be quiet and turn off  flashlights as you arrive at 
the statue so as not to disturb others in prayer .

6:00 am Angelus
6:30 am Holy Mass at St. Mark’s Catholic Church (see pg. 5 for directions)
9:00 am Morning Prayer  In front of The Tabernacle of Our Lady’s 

Messages, special announcements and apparition times will be 
made at this time .

9:00 am Begin Hourly Novena of 3 Hail Mary’s*
10:45 am Rosary in the Field  Two mysteries prayed each day as well as the 

Novena for Hope (found on pg . 40) .
12:00 pm Angelus  Wherever you may be on the grounds .
3:00 pm Chaplet of Divine of Mercy Wherever you may be on the grounds .

*Three Hail Mary’s
Three Hail Mary’s will be prayed on the top of every hour, from 9 am – 5 pm 
for a nine-hour novena each day .  We began these prayers on June 27th so to 
have a a novena of novenas to offer to Our Lady for our Nation’s conversion, 
and for the success of Retooling the Tabernacle of Our Lady’s Messages .  When 
we did this in August 2005 for Our Lady’s Birthday, we were in awe when She 
thanked us for these novenas in the apparition on Her Birthday, August 5 . At 
the sound of the bells every hour, kneel down and pray the three Hail Mary’s 
to Our Lady with the following intention .  Mark this in your program booklet 
so you can turn to it each hour .

Dear Queen of Our Homeland, we pray that you 
will receive our personal intentions and consecrations 
from our hearts and that the July 4th consecration of 
our nation will be accepted in complete fullness, that 
You will act immediately upon our nation’s behalf 
to return it to Your Son’s principles and make the 
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United States of America a Christian nation once 
again .  Please do not delay in rescuing us.  We also 
pray for the success of Retooling the Tabernacle of 
Our Lady’s Messages.  Thank You, dear Mother.  

Scheduled Talks
There will be scheduled talks with Marija and A Friend of Medjugorje throughout 
the week .  It will be important to attend and listen for the times of these talks and 
other events such as the visit to the Bedroom of Apparitions, the behind the scenes 
walk through the mission, the climb to Grotto La Pluie, and the Patriotic Rosary, 
which will be announced at our morning prayer at 9:00 am .

Daily Prayers
The Angelus - 6:00 am, 12:00 noon, 6:00 pm

V . The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary . 
R . And She conceived of the Holy Spirit . 

(Hail Mary)

V . Behold the handmaid of the Lord . 
R . Be it done unto me according to Thy Word . 

(Hail Mary)

V . And the Word was made flesh . 
R . (genuflect) And dwelt among us . 

(Hail Mary)

V . Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God . 
R . That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ .

Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into our hearts, 
that we to Whom the Incarnation of Christ, Thy Son, was made known by the 
message of an angel, may by His Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of 
His Resurrection, through the same Christ, Our Lord . Amen .
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Prayer at Dawn - 9:00 am daily 

Sweet Virgin Mother, incomprehensible Morning Star, as the grey 
gauze of predawn is lifted, send down upon me sufficient graces to live 

this day in a manner pleasing to God .

All that I have and am and wish to be, I offer to You . Take it in Your 
Immaculate Hands, I entreat You, and by the power invested in You, transform 
my humble gift into an offering worthy of Your Divine Son .

Dear Mary, before this new day is born, instill within me the courage to carry 
my cross in a way that will merit Your smile of approval when the day is ended . 
Should protest arise, quiet my lips with the sound of Your sweet name . 

Should annoyances or injustices tempt me to give vent to my feelings, place 
before me the vision of Christ crucified, silently accepting the cruel taunts of the 
blood-thirsty mob . And should the cold fingers of loneliness and despair clutch 
me, flood my soul with the reassuring warmth of Your love!

Before I close my eyes again in rest, let me thank You for honoring me, Your 
unworthy slave, with Your presence and benediction . And now, adding my 
praises to those of the angels, I promise to pay You homage forever and ever .

Amen .   Mary Ellen Kelley

Prayer to St. Michael - 9:00 am daily

Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle; be our defense 
against the wickedness and snares of the devil . May God rebuke him, 

we humbly pray; And do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of 
God, thrust into hell, satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls .  Amen . 

The Rosary 10:45 am daily
– Immediately Following

WE KNEEL IN SILENCE while Our Lady is appearing to the visionaries of 
Medjugorje . This is around 11:40 am our time; 6:40 pm Medjugorje time . This time 
of apparition has been honored in the Field for over 19 years and we will continue 
to pause at that time, even if the apparition to Marija during this prayer event 
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does not fall in that specific time . It is our normal practice, for the children of the 
community to gather at apparition time .  All children are welcome to join them at 
the foot of the statue of Our Lady during this five minutes of prayer .

Hail Holy Queen - Immediately Following

Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy,  our Life our Sweetness and our 
Hope!  To Thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve, to thee do 

we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears .  Turn then 
Most Gracious Advocate, Thine eyes of mercy toward us; and after this our 
exile show unto us the blessed fruit of Thy Womb, Jesus .  O clement, O loving, 
O sweet Virgin Mary!

P . Pray for us O holy Mother of God . 
R . That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ .

Magnificat - Immediately Following

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior; Because He has regarded the lowliness of His 

handmaid; for, behold, and henceforth all generations shall call me blessed; 
Because He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name; 
And His mercy is from generation to generation upon those who fear Him . He 
has shown might with his arm, He has scattered the proud in the conceit of 
their hearts .  He has put down the mighty from their thrones, and has exalted 
the lowly .  He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent 
away empty .  He has given help to Israel, His servant, mindful of His mercy— 
even as He spoke to our fathers— to Abraham and to His posterity forever . 
Amen .

Prayer  for the Abode of God 
 - Immediately Following

Holy, Holy, Holy God, I present myself to You with all my good deeds, 
my charity, my accomplishments as nothing . I have done nothing, nor 

will I ever do anything for You . Even if I labor to eternity for You, I still could 
not stand before You and say I merit anything .
I, now before You in prayer, naked, weak, and wretched, am ashamed for I ask 
of You a great intention and I have nothing to give You in return . Yet boldly and 
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strongly do I say, “grant what I ask because I ask in the passion of Your Son .” His 
suffering, I argue, merit me anything I ask of You . With His Blood and Its merits, 
can You deny me anything? I ask You not only to grant the intentions of Our 
Lady, but to go beyond and grant one hundred-fold Her intentions pertaining to 
the Valley . I ask You to establish Her Heavenly Queenship here as no other place 
on earth . I desire Her as the Foundress of what is to be and I beg You to give 
Her untold powers to accomplish Her plans . I consecrate every living plant, ani-
mal, person, and the mountains themselves to You so that Our Lady, Jesus, and 
You might dwell here . Amen .  9/1/89 hs

THE NINE-DAY NOVENA — June 25–July 3

Hope
There is a graveness and seriousness to what is started today 

with tens of thousands beginning this novena .  

satan, during this time, with all of his might, utilizing all his forces, wishes 
to sow horror and bring about hopelessness .  When people become hopeless, 
they see no need to pray because they have no hope for change .  satan’s 
tactic of exposing horror after horror about society constantly blaring at us 
on the news, radios, newspapers, etc . is actually increasing and promoting 
more of the same .  It leaves one without hope of a solution .  The more man 
becomes hopeless, the greater will be the distance from God he experiences .  
Just before World War II, in Europe, man became hopeless .  His problems 
were real but exaggerated and put constantly in front of him .  Hitler came in 
knowing exactly what to say, inspired by evil, feeding man who craved it .  The 
hopelessness of man during that time was the rubble by which satan and his 
angels were able to defeat God’s angels .  Man turned to man with hopelessness 
instead of to God with hope .  “Hope” is one of the necessary ingredients for 
the good angels to be victorious .  We should realize good angels need fertile 
ground on which they can defeat demon angels .  Where there is no hope, no 
faith, no charity/love, there will be no victories .  Where there is faith, hope, and 
charity/love, there you will see the angels of God victorious .  

The stage is now being set by satan to sow horror after horror with 
intentions to create hopelessness in man’s heart about his personal problems, 
as well as society’s and the world’s .  God sends us a light to shine, Hope itself, 
“Mary,” to counter satan’s plan to destroy all of mankind .  We, Her children, 
now realize, had She not come, man would have self destructed .  Man would 
not convert on his own and the result would be the death of the world .  The 
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Woman of Revelations reveals that the world had to be placed in intensive 
care because it is apparent that it can no longer survive on its own .

June 1, 1983

“…I hoped the world would begin to be converted on its own….”

It did not, so God intervenes with emergency measures to resuscitate a world 
which, on its own, will no longer live .  Jesus, the Holy Physician, sends His 
best to intensively nurse back a lifeless world .  Every prayer, every act, every 
response is so important and is a sign of life .  As She intensively works on 
the world, She shows how grateful She is by repeatedly saying:  “Thank you 
for responding…;” “I call you…;” “I am so grateful to you…;”  “…to the 
world;” “…respond;” “…convert.”  Just as the vital signs of a body must 
respond to a doctor’s care to live, so, too, must we to all Our Lady requests .  If 
we do, the spiritual diseases of which we now suffer will heal .  Hope, Faith, 
Charity/Love are the three vital signs for our soul and body which must 
respond and must be strengthened, increasing daily in us, thereby our family, 
nation, and the world will be healed .  This first novena is for Hope and the 
next one will be for Faith .  Love will be the sixth novena, but all three are the 
foundation upon which the world will be saved .  As you pray the novena of 
Hope, these thoughts are to be kept in your heart throughout your day .

To be said daily:

Mary, we give you this novena for your intentions for December 8–12, for the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, for massive conversions, for the fulfillment of 
all your plans, and the initiation of new plans to reconcile ourselves, our 
families, and our nation back to God.

Intention

To be said daily: Prayer to Heal Our Land

Lord, who are we as a people, having been given blessings in 
portions as no other nation before us?  What has become of us, Father?  

We have spoiled your spacious skies with buildings and cities breathing with 
sin .  The amber waves of grain are no longer viewed as our blessing but as 
our due .  The awe and reverence due You when we gaze upon the purple 
mountains and their majesty is no longer held; rather, how much pleasure they 
can give us .  Father, we have spurned You .  We’ve blamed our problems on 
those who promote darkness, but You gave us time with Your Mother .  Now 
our eyes have been opened by Her . Our lack of holiness, our not being light 
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has allowed darkness to prevail .  Indeed, our sins which we wrongly view as 
small have allowed those in darkness to commit great sins without shame .  
We now realize it’s because of our failings as Christians .  Father, Samuel told 
your people, “It is true you have committed all this evil, still you must not 
turn from the Lord, but worship Him with your whole heart .  For the sake of 
His own great name, the Lord will not abandon his own people .”  Father, we 
come before You with our whole hearts and ask You to grant Our Lady Her 
intentions .

Mary, we do not deserve to even be heard, yet we know Your Son’s passion 
merits that we are .  Mary, we call You as You have called us .  Please, intercede 
before God to forgive us, to heal us, to heal our families, and to heal our nation .

Father, grant Mary’s intentions and hear Her pleas for us .  We know you 
are justly irritated with us but we beg and plead for forgiveness through our 
repentance from our hearts .  We realize our nation is headed toward disaster 
by so many signs You have given us .  Holy, Holy, Holy God, grant Mary Her 
requests that we may again be your people, not a nation above God but one 
nation humbled and under God .  Amen .

To be said daily:  THE MARCH 18, 1994 MESSAGE

“Dear children!  Today my heart is filled with happiness.  I would 
like for you to find yourselves in prayer every day, as today, this 
great day of prayer.  Only thus, can you proceed towards true 
happiness and true fulfillment of body and soul.  As Mother, I 
want to help you in this.  Allow me to do so.  I am telling you again 
to open your hearts to Me and allow Me to lead you.  My way leads 
to God.  I invite you that we may proceed together because you see 
for yourselves, that with our prayers, all evils are destroyed.  Let us 
pray and hope.”

Day 1, Thursday, June 25 
“Dear children, seek to make your hearts happy through the 
means of prayer.  Dear children, be the joy for all mankind, be the 
hope of mankind.  You will only be able to obtain it through the 
means of prayer.  Pray, pray!”  May 3, 1986

Day 2, Friday, June 26  A world without hope

“Dear children, this time also I am inviting you to prayer.  Pray 
that you might be able to comprehend what God desires to tell you 
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through my presence and through the messages I am giving you.  I 
desire to draw you ever closer to Jesus and to His wounded heart 
that you might be able to comprehend the immeasurable love 
which gave itself for each one of you.  Therefore, dear children, 
pray that from your heart would flow a fountain of love to every 
person both to the one who hates you and to the one who despises 
you.  That way you will be able through Jesus’ love to overcome 
all the misery in this world of sorrows, which is without hope for 
those who do not know Jesus.  I am with you and I love you with 
the immeasurable love of Jesus.  Thank you for all your sacrifices 
and prayers.  Pray so I might be able to help you still more.  Your 
prayers are necessary to me.  Thank you for having responded to 
my call.”  November 25, 1991

Day 3, Saturday, June 27   Light is hope

“Dear children, in your life you have all experienced light and 
darkness.  God grants to every person to recognize good and 
evil.  I am calling you to the light, which you should carry to all 
the people who are in darkness.  People who are in darkness daily 
come into your homes.  Dear children, give them the light!  Thank 
you for having responded to my call.”  March 14, 1985

Day 4, Sunday, June 28
“Dear children, today I am calling on you to decide whether or not 
you wish to live the messages which I am giving you.  I wish you 
to be active in living and spreading the messages.  Especially, dear 
children, I wish that you all be the reflection of Jesus, which will 
enlighten this unfaithful world walking in darkness.  I wish all of 
you to be the light for everyone and that you give witness in the 
light.  Dear children, you are not called to the darkness, but you 
are called to the light.  Therefore, live the light with your own life.  
Thank you for having responded to my call.”   June 5, 1986

Day 5, Monday, June 29
“Dear children, today I call you to prayer.  By means of prayer, 
little children, you will obtain joy and peace.  Through prayer 
you are richer in the mercy of God.  Therefore, little children, let 
prayer be the light for each one of you.  Especially, I call you to 
pray so that all those who are far from God may be converted.  
Then our hearts shall be richer because God will rule in the hearts 
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of all men.  Therefore, little children, pray, pray, pray.  Let prayer 
begin to rule in the whole world.  Thank you for your response to 
my call!”  August 25, 1989

Day 6, Tuesday, June 30
“Dear children, I want you to understand that I am your Mother, 
that I want to help you and call you to prayer.  Only by prayer can 
you understand and accept my messages and practice them in 
your life.  Read Sacred Scripture, live it, and pray to understand 
the signs of the time.  This is a special time.  Therefore, I am with 
you to draw you close to My Heart and the Heart of My Son, Jesus.  
Dear little children, I want you to be children of the light and not 
of the darkness.  Therefore, live what I am telling you.  Thank you 
for having responded to my call.”  August 25, 1993

Day 7, Wednesday, July 1
“Dear children, your Mother asks you to pray as much as you 
can during these two days.  Prepare yourselves in prayer for the 
feast to come.  Dear children, I would like to tell you to bring 
peace to others during these days.  Encourage others to change.  
You cannot, dear children, give peace if you, yourselves, are not 
at inner peace.  Tonight I give you peace.  Give peace to others!  
Dear children, be a light that shines.  I ask you pray the Glorious 
Mysteries when you go back to your homes tonight.  Pray them in 
front of the Crucifix.” August 12, 1988

Day 8, Thursday, July 2
“Dear children!  I hoped that the world would begin to be 
converted on its own.  Do now everything you can so that the 
world can be converted.”  June 1, 1983

Day 9, Friday, July 3
“Dear children, today I invite you in a special way to pray for 
the plans of God to be fulfilled:  first of all with you, then with 
this parish which God Himself has chosen.  Dear children, 
to be chosen by God is really something great, but it is also a 
responsibility for you to pray more, for you, the chosen ones, to 
encourage others so you can be a light for people in darkness.
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“Children, darkness reigns over the whole world.  People 
are attracted by many things and they forget about the more 
important.

“Light won’t reign in the world until people accept Jesus, until they 
live His words, which is the Word of the Gospel…”  July 30, 1987

Special Events During the Five 
Days in July

No matter at what point you joined us in praying for our nation, even 
if you are just now finding out about the events that have taken place here 
for more than 20 years, you can join thousands who have walked these years 
with us with the novena prayers that were written for our nation’s return to 
God and be present in the apparitions to give these prayers to Our Lady .  The 
consecration prayers for ourselves, our families and our nation will be offered 
on designated days, in the presence of Our Lady in Her apparitions .  The 
apparitions will be open to all each day .  

The Bedroom of the Apparitions will be opened  for prayer three days, 
beginning Friday, July 3 to Sunday, July 5 .  Times will be announced .  Everyone 
is invited to visit the Bedroom during the designated times . 

July 1 – Day of Repentance
 A day of reflection to lead us towards repentance, humiliation and forgivness.

We will ask Our Lady, in the apparition this day, for a profound spirit of 
repentance, humility, forgiveness and revival to enter our hearts.

On this first day of our Five Days of Prayer, it is important to come to 
an understanding of our own sinfulness before God .  This day is to be spent 
in reflection, to have a meeting of hearts, your heart, with the Hearts of Jesus 
and Mary, so to acknowledge any unconfessed sins that would hamper Our 
Lady in bestowing upon you the spiritual gifts that She has been given by 
God to bestow upon us during these days of prayer .  A Friend of Medjugorje 
will speak on what Our Lady has revealed in Her messages concerning the 
need for this personal repentance .  How you live this day will affect the rest 
of your pilgrimage .  Use this day to seriously reflect on where you stand with 
God—not in comparison to the life your neighbor is living, but in comparison 
to God’s holiness . 
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July 2 – Consecration of Ourselves 
& Climb to Grotto La Pluie

 The Day of Consecration of Ourselves to Jesus and Our Lady.  The Consecration 
will be made in Our Lady’s presence, during the apparition.  This is also the Day 
of Prayer for Nonbelievers & Climb to Grotto La Pluie (the climb will begin at 
1:45 pm) 

Faith is a great gift from God and as we make our individual 
consecrations to the Hearts of Jesus and Mary today, we should reflect upon 
this gift that many have not received in their life .  Our Lady has designated 
the second of every month to be a day spent in prayer for nonbelievers . To 
Mirjana, one of the six visionaries of Medjugorje, She defined a nonbeliever 
to be someone who has never felt the love of God .  Our Lady taught Mirjana 
the importance of praying for those who do not believe because by doing 
so, we are praying for our own futures .  Those who do not know God, do 
not know peace, nor can they spread peace .  It is therefore vital for all of 
our futures that we help Our Lady open the  hearts of those who need to 
experience God’s love .  We encourage you to read the booklet, Mirjana, A 
Mystery Revealed, (available in the Gift Shop) to help explain Our Lady’s desire 
to take Her invitation seriously and pray on this day with all your heart for all 
nonbelievers of the world .  We will pray the Prayer for Nonbelievers, found on 
page 62 of this booklet, before the apparition on July 2 .

We will be climbing to Grotto La Pluie after lunch, leaving Caritas 
grounds at 1:45 pm .  We will be leaving promptly so please gather ahead of 
time in front of The Tabernacle of Our Lady’s Messages before 1:45 pm .  We 
encourage everyone to climb the Grotto as a sacrifice to give to Our Lady for 
Her intentions for ourselves, our families and our nation’s conversion while 
we are graced to be in Her presence .  We will pray a Rosary together on top .  
If you are unable to be present this day for the climb, we encourage you to 
choose a time in the week to make your own pilgrimage up to the mountain . 
Don’t feel that you need to rush once you’ve made it up .  Stay and pray and 
enjoy the solitude of God’s creation, seeing the Valley Our Lady has blessed 
with Her presence from atop the mountain .  A grace awaits all who climb .

Important Note:  Please re-read the note, on page 40 of this booklet, in 
regards to signing the waiver before climbing the mountain .
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July 3 – Consecration of our Families 
& The Bedroom of Apparitions 

 The Day of Consecration of Our Families to Jesus and Our Lady.  The 
Consecration will be made in Our Lady’s presence, during the apparition.  The 
Bedroom of Apparitions will be opened, beginning today.  A Vigil celebrating Our 
Nation’s Birth with be held this evening  in the Field.

Beginning today July 3 through Sunday, July 5, the Bedroom of Apparitions 
will be opened for private prayer .  Times will be announced .  It has been said 
that the Rosary is a lasso Our Lady makes use of to get your kids into Heaven . 
Our Lady said on May 1, 1986:

“…I wish that the fruits in the family be seen one day…”

Friends of Marija approached her one day asking her to attend a special family 
gathering in which they had planned to consecrate all generations of their 
family, from the oldest to the youngest, to Our Lady .  They wanted to do this 
in the presence of Our Lady in an apparition .  Marija was overjoyed in seeing 
Our Lady’s reaction to this consecration .  She excitedly told the family that 
Our Lady had said, “You will never regret this consecration.  Your children 
will never regret this consecration.  Your children’s children, all your 
generations, will never regret this consecration.”  Whether you are here with 
your family, or are the only believer in your family, make this consecration 
from your heart, and you will see, in the future, that you will never regret it! 

Vigil to Celebrate Our Nation’s Birth
 A beautiful evening awaits us all as we prepare for America’s Birthday, 

July 4 .  Having the privilege of remembering our Nation’s birth in the presence 
of the Queen and Patroness, of our Nation Our Lady of the Immaculate 
Conception, as designated by the U .S . bishops, is a grace none of us can fully 
grasp or appreciate .  The program will begin with a special evening vigil, 
beginning at 8:00 pm, where we invite you all to spend the night in the Field 
with the Caritas Community, in honor of Our Lady, the Queen of our Nation .  
We have prepared a beautiful Rosary with music and candlelight .  Bring sleeping 
bags and light blankets and join the community in sleeping under the stars in 
the Field in preparation for our Day of Deliverance, praying that our nation will 
be graced with deliverance once again, from all the evil threatening it .
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July 4 – The Consecration of 
The United States of America

 The Day of Deliverance by a Solemn Act of Consecration of Our Nation to Jesus 
and Our Lady on the Day of Its Birth, July 4th.  The Consecration will be made in 
Her presence, during the apparition.  The Patriotic Rosary will be prayed leading 
up to the Consecration.

Twenty-three years ago, on July 4, 1986, our founder, on his first pilgrimage 
to Medjugorje, being in the village for only one day, only one apparition, found 
himself in the room of apparitions with the visionaries .  By a series of actions that 
he was not in control of, the door literally opened to him to be in the presence of 
Our Lady in the apparition room .  One year earlier he had been inspired to set 
aside this year with the purpose of preparing himself to consecrate his heart to 
Our Lady .  Throughout this year of prayer, he had made only one request of Her,  
that She would make the moment of his consecration special in some way .  He 
could never have imagined that Our Lady would answer his request by allowing 
his consecration to take place in Her actual presence in an apparition .  At the 
time, the date of July 4 was not significant .  But seeing what Our Lady drew forth 
from this consecration, how it then opened the door for Her to come to America, 
sanctify a piece of land on Thanksgiving Day in 1988,  land that was dedicated 
to Her for the purpose of our nation’s conversion, and how She then inspired  
through Her messages, prayers and novenas that have been prayed for years also 
for this purpose, July 4, 1986 took on a whole different meaning .  This day we 
celebrate today is as much a part of Our Lady’s plans as was the act of that one 
consecration long ago, a consecration that was prepared for a year in advance .  
Consecrations are honored in Heaven, when they are offered from a pure heart . 
This Consecration that we do today, was prepared for, not one year in advance, 
but more than 20 years in advance, with tens of millions of prayers that have been 
prayed for its fulfillment .  What then can we hope to see from it in the future for 
our nation?  You are living and participating in an event that will be among the 
greatest days this nation has ever seen .    

The Patriotic Rosary
Many years ago, the founder of Caritas was visiting Independence Hall in 

Philadelphia, the actual site of the birth of our nation . Feeling that this was holy 
ground, he prayed a Rosary for our Nation and felt the Holy Spirit’s powerful 
presence . This Rosary led to the discovery of many facts concerning Our Lady’s 
involvement in the birth of America, which are all contained within the booklet 
entitled American History You Never Learned, available through Caritas .
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Since this happened, Our Lady has led us back to Philadelphia several times 
through our mission . In the fall of 1995, almost the entire community of Caritas 
gathered outside of Independence Hall to pray the Rosary . It was 11:00 pm at 
night and very few people were out and about . Everyone present was struck 
deeply by the powerful sense that Our Lady was with them as the Rosary was 
being prayed . It would become an unforgettable moment for each one of them .

Two months later, a smaller group from Caritas again found themselves 
at Independence Hall praying a beautiful Rosary . The founder, inspired by 
several different events, wrote the Patriotic Rosary .  As only Our Lady can do, 
She has woven together an inspired Rosary to create a powerful prayer for 
the consecration of our entire nation to Her Immaculate Heart .  We will be 
distributing the Patriotic Rosary on July 4th .

July 5 – Day of Thanksgiving & 
Visionary Marija Lunetti Will Speak 
About Our Lady and Her Messages

 A Day of Thanksgiving to show gratitude to our Heavenly Father for allowing 
Our Lady to come to this nation to heal it.  We will give grateful thanksgiving for 
this grace in Our Lady’s apparition today.  

It is always a delight to listen to Marija share her stories and experiences 
with Our Lady .  Join Marija in front of the Tabernacle of Our Lady’s Messages 
to hear her insights into Our Lady’s messages .

Caritas Gift Shop 
Open early and closed late .  Closed on Sundays

Come visit the Caritas Gift Shop .  Beautiful new inventory with Our 
Lady’s messages have been added, along with handmade pottery from the 
Caritas Community, especially from the Caritas kids .  On-site embroidery 
monogramming is available for the first time with a variety of beautiful items 
to choose from .  Be thinking of Christmas gifts that can be purchased now 
and then blessed by Our Lady to make these gifts spiritual heirlooms for 
family and friends .   We suggest you make a home altar with these items .  Our 
Lady blesses all religious articles during the apparitions .  Items that you have 
purchased that you wish Our Lady to bless should be brought to the Field for 
the apparition .  We appreciate your patronage as the funds raised in the Gift 
Shop help to offset the expenses of the five days of prayer .  The funds raised in 
the Gift Shop and donations are the reason we don’t have to charge reservation 
fees for these five days of prayer .
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Thomas Jefferson passionately warned America what 
they should do if the republic should ever become cor-

rupted.

“When once a republic is corrupted, there is no 
possibility of remedying any of the growing evils 
but by removing the corruption and restoring its 
lost principles; every other correction is either use-
less or a new evil.” 

Thomas Jefferson
For all those who believe that God can be relegated to the 
margins of our society and remain a strong nation, John 
Adams strongly refutes the argument with his words:

 “Our Constitution was made only for a moral and 
religious people.  It is wholly inadequate to the 
government of any other.”

John Adams
Founding Father, Benjamin Franklin believed America’s 
fight for liberty would have a profound affect upon all of 
mankind as he said:  

“It is a common observation here that our cause 
is the cause of all mankind, and we are fighting for 
their liberty in defending our own.”

Benjamin Franklin
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Consecration Prayers  
to the Two Hearts

Consecration to Jesus 

O Jesus, we know that You are 
merciful and that You gave 
 Your Heart for us, that was 

 crowned with thorns by our sins; We 
know that even today you  

are still pleading with us so that  
we will not be lost .  Jesus,  

remember us when we are in sin .  

By means of Your Sacred Heart grant 
us, that all men love one another; 

Cause hatred to  
disappear among men .  

Show us Your Love,  
for we all love You,  

and want You to protect us  
with Your Shepherd’s Heart  

and free us from all sin .  

Jesus, enter into each heart .   
Knock, knock on the door of our hearts .   

Be patient and unwearied with us .  
We are still closed, since we still have  
not yet understood Your love for us .  

Knock persistently and grant, O 
Good Jesus, that we open our hearts  

to You, at least when we will have  
remembered the passion  

You suffered for us .  Amen♥

Consecration to Mary

O Immaculate Heart of Mary,  
overflowing with goodness,  
show us Your love, for us .   

May the flame of Your heart,  
O Mary, descend upon all mankind .  

We love You so .   
Impress true love in our hearts  
that we may have a continuous  

desire for You .  

O Mary, meek and humble of heart, 
remember us when we are in sin;  

You know that all men sin .   
Grant to us by means of  

Your Immaculate Heart to be  
healed from every spiritual illness .  

In doing so, we then will be able  
to gaze upon the goodness  

of Your Maternal Heart  
and thus be converted through  
the flame of Your heart .  Amen♥
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*From St. Louis de Montfort

IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL THE HEAVENLY COURT  

I CHOOSE THEE THIS DAY  

FOR MY MOTHER AND MISTRESS.  

 I DELIVER AND CONSECRATE TO THEE, AS THY SLAVE, 

MY BODY AND SOUL, MY GOODS,  

BOTH INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR, 

 AND EVEN THE VALUE OF ALL MY GOOD ACTIONS,  

PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE;  

LEAVING TO THEE THE ENTIRE AND  

FULL RIGHT OF DISPOSING OF ME,  

AND ALL THAT BELONGS TO ME,  

WITHOUT EXCEPTION,  

ACCORDING TO THY GOOD PLEASURE,  

FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD,  

IN TIME AND IN ETERNITY.*

Consecration to Jesus and 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

Queen of Peace
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Marija’s Prayer of Consecration 
for Our Families

This Prayer was first prayed by Marija in June, 1987, in the presence of the 
married couples who were part of a Caritas of Birmingham pilgrimage .  
The couples wanted to renew their wedding vows in Medjugorje and at the 
request of our founder, Marija interceded for them to Our Lord through 
this spontaneous prayer .  When the young Croatian guide, who happened 
to be Muslim, translated the prayer into English, she was so moved by 
Marija’s words and her deep spirit of prayer, that she began to weep .  

Marija’s words on Consecration:
I shall recommend all of you to the Blessed Virgin .  I want each of you 
to start living a new life so that each of you will become Our Lady’s 
witnesses and that you will take this consecration seriously .  Our Lady 
says that every family is like a small church .  You have to grow spiritually, 
but it is impossible for an individual to grow spiritually .  We have to grow 
together in our holiness and in that way we shall become united and unity 
is what Our Lady wants .  Our Lady always says that it is very important 
for us to set an example by our way of living for one another and that is 
the way we shall show one another the way to holiness .  God bless you .

My Lord, I plead You tonight for my family.  I plead You to 
bless us, to take care of us and to show us which way leads 
to salvation.  My God, it is Your will that every single one of 
us will be changed, that our lives may become Your life; and 
tonight, my God, I am giving my family to You and I plead You, 
You embrace us and lead us, because You can do everything, 
You are Almighty.  From this night on, I am giving my family 
to You and I plead You, give us Your blessing tonight because 
we are not strong enough to carry our burden alone, and I 
plead You my Lord, set us free from other ways but Yours.  Let 
us be turned only towards You, towards Your will.  Let us do 
only what You would like us to do.  Let us always search for 
Your will; and I plead You, my Lord Jesus, give my family Your 
blessing tonight.  Amen. 

Prayer by Marija Lunetti 
Adapted for this Special Consecration  
by A Friend of Medjugorje
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The Solemn Act of  
Consecration of Our Nation

July Fourth, The Year of Our Lord –  
Two Thousand and Eight*

To you Our Queen, Holy Virgin Mary  for 
this Day of Deliverance

We the people, in your Holy presence, who are nothing, 
appeal to your Heavenly Queenly power of intercession 
before God, as our Mother.  As such, we your children 
appeal most urgently, most direly with a cry of lamentation 
as of the city of Nineveh, who were a people who humbled 
themselves and repented and God relented of His judgment 
against them.  We, O Queen, deserve Divine judgment.  
We realize that civilizations across time and cultures who 
crossed the line of decadence that we have crossed, all 
met with their end.  The signs of the time speak to us of 
our nation.  We have little time left.  We your children, 
therefore, make our plea of consecration at this moment, 
giving directly to you this nation, whose might and 
glory, we acknowledge, began and came through being 
foundationed on your Son’s, our Savior’s, principles.  
Through this entrustment, we beg to include our whole 
future into your hands.  Please, at this moment, accept 

* This was originally written in 2008 .
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our sixteen years* of novenas, our prayers, our sacrifices, 
and heal our land.  We know it starts with our hearts, 
so we give you our hearts to heal our land.  May this 
consecration give into your possession this land, that God 
may look down upon what is yours and heal this land.  
O Queen, who can we turn to but you?  We look for 
no other remedy, with our recourse only to you.  Pray 
over us at this moment.  Pray over our nation now on 
this day of deliverance.  Please stretch out your arms 
and place a seal across this nation with your prayers 
while you are in our midst.  Let this seal be as a sign 
to the Father.  O Holy Queen, take this consecration, 
the ownership of our nation, and as its Queen heal this 
land.  With the dreams of our fathers, on this day of 
remembrance of our nation’s birth, think of your Son’s 
birth and remember not the sins of this land, but rather 
how much this nation has dispensed the liberty of the 
Gospel to the world.  Please heal this land.  Lord of our 
nation, we crown you King with Our Lady’s hands 
through this consecration to rule over us, over everything.  
Thank you O Mother.  Thank you Our Queen.  Thank 
you for being present.  May Christ grant our nation 
deliverance through this consecration.  Amen

 A Friend of Medjugorje 
 Medjugorje, June 24, 2008  
 for July 4th.

* This was originally written in 2008 .
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Prayer for Nonbelievers
Come Mary,  

Come tomorrow again and again.   
We will pray with You. 

Bring back our loved ones  
Who have left the Church,  
Those who have left God.  

We will join You on the second of  each month.   
We will pray for greater graces  

To be attached to Your intention. 

We will pray that the dam of  love,  
Of  God’s mercy, will break forth,  

That Your new prayer be released soon. 

 We will pray that it will f low out  
As a river to all the nations,  

That as the rivers fill  the oceans,  
Your love of  God will f ill  the earth. 

We wait.   
We anticipate that great day,  

And we call You as You have called us,  
To add our prayers, fasting, and sacrifices  

To Mirjana’s in order that You may  
Obtain all Your wishes for the world. 

O loving Mother,  
Thank You for the gift  

That the world is on the brink of  receiving!

   A Friend of Medjugorje

International Copyright © 2009, SJP, Lic COB For permission to use call Caritas of Birmingham at 205-672-2000 . USA
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Songs to Lead to Repentance, 
Renewal and Peace

Second Chronicles 7:14
If my people who are called by my name humble themselves and pray, and 

seek my face, turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from Heaven, I will 
forgive their sin and heal their land

1.  Heal This Land
All creation calls out Your Name 

In every season it sings Your praise 
In the dry time and in the flood 

The earth rejoices for You will come

And Heal our Land 
Restore the harvest of every man 

When You Heal our Land 
We receive Your peace as You stretch out Your Hand 

And Heal our Land

2.  Abba Father
We turn from our wicked ways 

We repent now and seek Your Face 
You are Lord over all 

And our hearts belong to You 
In everything that You do 
You are faithful and true 

Every good and perfect gift comes from You. 
Our Abba Father
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As we seek You… 
You’ll turn the hearts of the father’s back to the children 

You’ll restore our peace and bring Your rest 
Justice will flow from Your throne 

And we’ll know You 
Our Abba Father

3.  In Your Name
In Your Name all men are saved 

Lord we ask for mercy 
And the healing of our nation will be found only in You

We bring You all the glory 
Jesus You alone are worthy 
Of every song that is sung 

And every nation that comes up before You to bring You praise.

4.  Lord of Our Nation
We bow our hearts before You 
In Your Name we take refuge 

Jesus You are Lord and all our hope is in You

We bring our nation before You today 
We ask for mercy and seek Your face 

Let righteousness come back to our land

We say that You are Lord 
We proclaim that we are Yours 

Let our words be true as our nation returns to You

Lord of our nation, we crown You King 
Rule over us, over everything… 
We cast our crowns before You 

We adore the Lamb that was slain
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Medjugorje  & Other Songs

5.  Come Holy Spirit
Come Holy Spirit, come in my heart 

Sweet Holy Spirit, fill with Your Love (repeat)

6.  O Christe Domine Jesu
O Christe Domine Jesu, O Christe Domine Jesu (repeat)

7.  Deep Within
Deep within, I will plant my law 
Not on stone, but in your heart 
Follow me, I will bring you back 

You will be My own, and I will be your God

8.  Jesus, I Believe
Jesus, I believe (4x) 

Jesus, I trust in You (4x) 
Jesus, I love you (4x) 

Alleluia (4x)

9.  Give us Your Peace
Give us Your peace (2x), in our hearts, O Lord 
Give us Your peace (2x), in our hearts, O Lord

Stay here, close to us (2x) 
And Your peace shall reign

(Give us Your love, Give us Your joy, Give us Your truth, Give us Your strength…)
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10.  Holy is the Lord
 Holy is the Lord (2x) 

Holy is the Lord, my God 
Holy is the Lord

11.  O Lord Hear Our Prayer 
O Lord hear our prayer, O Lord hear our prayer

When I call answer me

O Lord hear our prayer, O Lord hear our prayer

Come and listen to me

12.  Jesus, I give You my heart 
Jesus, I give You my heart 

Mold it according to Your will 
Draw me unto You who are our peace 
You’re the Way, the Truth, and the Life

13.  Send Us Your Spirit 
Come Lord Jesus, send us Your Spirit

Renew the face of the earth

14.  Peace before us
Peace before us, peace behind us, peace under our feet 

Peace within us, peace over us, let all around us be peace. 
(Love before us…,light, Christ, alleluia, joy)
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15.  Jesus, Heal Us
Jesus, heal us; Jesus 
Jesus, hear us now 

16.  Only This I Want
Only this I want, but to know the Lord 

And to bear His Cross, so to wear the crown He wore 

17.  Blest Are Those Who Love You
Blest are those who love You 
Happy those who follow You 

Blest are those who seek You, O Lord

Special Broadcasts on mej.com
Radio Wave, the mission of Caritas’ web radio program, hosted by 

A Friend of Medjugorje on Medjugorje.com or mej.com, will be air-

ing programs during the week of July 1–5.  Times will be announced.  

Marija Lunetti will be a special guest on the program this week, as well 

as interviews with pilgrims attending the Five Days of Prayer.  On July 

2 the discussion will be on Mirjana’s second of the month message 

given in Medjugorje that morning.  Pilgrims can listen in by going to 

the auditorium in the Tabernacle of Our Lady’s Messages, or once you 

return home, the programs can be restreamed.
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Hymns to Our Lady
15.  Ave Maria Our Lady Queen of the 

Bedroom & the Field
1.) Hail Mary full of grace, the Lord is with You. 

Blessed are You among all women, Blest is the fruit of Your womb

Jesus, formed in Your faith, Ave Maria alleluia. 
Jesus, born in Your love, Ave Maria alleluia.

2.) Holy Mary Mother of God, the Lord is with You. 
Pray for us sinners, pray for us sinners,  

Now and at the hour of our death

16.  Sing of Mary, Pure and Lowly
Sing of Mary pure and lowly, Virgin Mother undefiled. 

Sing of God’s own Son most holy, Who became Her little child. 
Fairest Child of fairest Mother, God the Lord who came to earth, 

Word made flesh, our very Brother, Takes our nature by His birth.

Sing of Jesus, son of Mary, In the home at Nazareth. 
Toil and labor cannot weary, Love enduring unto death. 

Constant was the love He gave Her, Though He went forth from Her side, 
Forth to preach, and heal, and suffer, Till on Calvary He died.

Glory be to God the Father; Glory be to God the Son; 
Glory be to God the Spirit; Glory to the Three in One. 

From the heart of blessed Mary, From all saints the song ascends, 
And the Church the strain reechoes, Unto earth’s remotest ends.
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17.  Hail, Holy Queen Enthroned Above
Hail, holy Queen enthroned above, O Maria. 
Hail, Queen of mercy and of love, O Maria. 

Triumph, all ye Cherubim, Sing with us ye Seraphim, 
Heav’n and earth resound the hymn:  Salve, Salve, Salve, Regina.

The cause of joy to all below, O Maria. 
The spring through which all graces flow, O Maria. 

Angels, all your praises bring, Earth and heaven, with us sing, 
All creation echoing:  Salve, Salve, Salve, Regina.

O gentle, loving, holy one, O Maria. 
The God of light became your Son, O Maria. 

Triumph, all ye Cherubim, Sing with us, ye Seraphim, 
Heav’n and earth resound the hymn:  Salve, Salve, Salve, Regina.

18.  Immaculate Mary
Immaculate Mary, your praises we sing;  

You reign now in splendor with Jesus our King. 
Ave, Ave, Ave Maria.  Ave, Ave, Maria.

Predestined for Christ by eternal decree, 
God willed you both Virgin and Mother to be.  

Ave, Ave, Ave Maria.  Ave, Ave, Maria.

To you by an angel, the Lord God made known 
The grace of the Spirit, the gift of the Son. 

Ave, Ave, Ave Maria.  Ave, Ave, Maria.

Most blest of all women, you heard and believed, 
Most blest in the fruit of your womb then conceived 

Ave, Ave, Ave Maria.  Ave, Ave, Maria.

The angels rejoiced when you brought forth God’s Son; 
Your joy is the joy of all ages to come. 
Ave, Ave, Ave Maria.  Ave, Ave, Maria.
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19.  As I Kneel
As I kneel before You.  As I bow my head in prayer 

Take this day, make it Yours and fill me with Your love.

Ave Maria.  Gratia plena.  Dominus takum benedictatu

All I have I give you, every dream and wish are Yours. 
Mother of Christ, Mother of mine, present them to my Lord.

Ave Maria.  Gratia plena.  Dominus takum benedictatu.

As I kneel before You and I see Your smiling face 
Every thought, every word is lost in Your embrace.

20.  Holy Is Your Name
My soul is filled with joy, as I sing to God my Savior 

You have looked upon your servant, you have visited your people 
And Holy is Your Name, through all generations 

Everlasting is Your mercy to the people You have chosen 
And Holy is Your Name

I am lowly as a child, but I know from this day forward 
That my name will be remembered, for all will call me blessed 

And Holy is Your Name…

I proclaim the pow’r of God, you do marvels for your servants 
Though You scatter the proud hearted and destroy the might of princes 

And Holy is Your Name…

To the hungry you give food, send the rich away empty 
In Your mercy you are mindful of the people you have chosen 

And Holy is Your Name…

In Your love you now fulfill what You promised to Your people 
I will praise You, Lord, my Savior, everlasting is Your mercy 

And Holy is Your Name…
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While You Were Sleeping
By Mark Hall

Oh little town of Bethlehem, Looks like another silent night 
Above your deep and dreamless sleep 

A giant star lights up the sky 
And while you’re lying in the dark 
There shines an everlasting light 
For the King has left His throne 

And is sleeping in a manger tonight, tonight.

Oh Bethlehem, what you have missed  
while you were sleeping 

For God became a Man, and stepped into your world today 
Oh Bethlehem, you will go down in history 

As a city with no room for its King

While you were sleeping 
While you were sleeping

O little town of Jerusalem, Looks like another silent night 
The Father gave His only Son 

The Way, the Truth, the Life had come

But there was no room for Him 
In the world He came to save

Jerusalem, what you have missed while you were sleeping 
The Savior of the world is dying on your cross today 

Jerusalem, you will go down in history 
As a city with no room for its King 

While you were sleeping 
While you were sleeping

United States of America, Looks like another silent night 
As we’re sung to sleep by philosophies 
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That save the trees and kill the children 
And while we’re lying in the dark 

There’s a shout heard ‘cross the eastern sky 
For the Bridegroom has returned 

And has carried His bride away in the night, in the night

America, what will we miss while we are sleeping? 
Will Jesus come again, 

And leave us slumbering where we lay? 
America, will we go down in history 

As a nation with no room for its King? 
Will we be sleeping? 
Will we be sleeping?

United States of America, looks like another silent night…*

Our Lady comes to the world and the Nation of Light is sleeping .  O 
America!  Who will weep for you?  O Nation ordained by God, who was given 
the Queen, the Immaculate Conception, the Patroness of your nation, Her 
nation conceived as a pure conception, by the Divine, is calling you to the light 
so to spread the light through the world and you are sleeping while She visits 
the earth .  The final call and O, America you have no room for Her in your 
heart .  No room for Her in your nation .  No room for Her Son, Jesus, whom 
She wishes for you to wake up too .  One tear in repentance for violating Our 
Lord’s day…one tear to change your heart .  Who will cry for you, O America?  
The world hates you because you were born and foundationed in Christ’s 
principles and the world hated Him .

“If the world hates you, realize that it hated me first.  If you 
belonged to the world, the world would love its own; but because 
you do not belong to the world, and I have chosen you out of the 
world, the world hates you.”  John 15:18-20

 . . .The hatred of Christ will certainly bring hatred to even a nation if its 
foundation was built on the Christian principles of the Christ .

From Look What Happened While You Were Sleeping 
By A Friend of Medjugorje

* While You Were Sleeping can be obtained through your local music store or through 
www.castingcrowns.com.




Food Available
so you can stay at 

Caritas all day
There will be food vendors here everyday July 1–4 for breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner.  We have invited several area restaurants to 
participate so the food promises to be good.  We encourage 
you to use the food vendors here, as it will be more beneficial 
spiritually for you to remain on the site rather than traveling 
back and forth to town.  Bottled water is also available for 
a donation.  July 4th lunch and dinner will offer Southern 
barbecue among other items. July 5th is Sunday, so they will not 
be open. We suggest you get provisions on Saturday for your 
Sunday needs. 
  Breakfast Lunch Dinner
 July 1 7:00–9:00 am 12:00–2:15 pm 4:30–7:30 pm 
 July 2 7:00–9:00 am 12:00–1:45 pm 4:30–7:30 pm 
 July 3 7:00–9:00 am 12:00–2:15 pm 4:30–7:30 pm 
 July 4 7:00–9:00 am 12:00–2:00 pm 4:30–7:30 pm

 July 5  Sunday, vendors will not be open. We suggest you get 
provisions on Saturday for your Sunday needs.

Vendors will be available earlier and later  
than the above scheduled times if there is a need.



Open early and closed late.  Closed on Sundays

Come visit the Caritas Gift Shop.  Beautiful new inventory with Our 
Lady’s messages have been added, along with handmade pottery from 
the Caritas Community, especially from the Caritas kids.  On-site 
embroidery monogramming is available for the first time with a variety 
of beautiful items to choose from.  Be thinking of Christmas gifts that 
can be purchased now and then blessed by Our Lady to make these 
gifts spiritual heirlooms for family and friends.   We suggest you make 
a home altar with these items.  Our Lady blesses all religious articles 
during the apparitions.  Items that you have purchased that you wish 
Our Lady to bless should be brought to the Field for the apparition.  
We appreciate your patronage, as the funds raised in the Gift Shop 
help to offset the expenses of the five days of prayer.  The funds raised 
in the Gift Shop and donations are the reason we don’t have to charge 
reservation fees for these five days of prayer.

The Resting Place


